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12 Margaretta Street 
East Bentleigh 3165 
Tel: 03 9563 8139 

 
This office is located on the land of 
the Boonerwrung people of the Kulin  
nation. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
 

AUGUST 

Monday 6th 

Curriculum Day  

(student free day) 

Monday 13th 

Parent / carer coffee morning 

Thursday 16th  

School Council Meeting 

Thursday 30th 

Fathers Day Stall 
 

SEPTEMBER 

Saturday 1st 

SAS Birthday Party 

Monday 3rd 

Parent / carer coffee morning 

Thursday 20th 

School Council Meeting 

Friday 21st 

Last day Term 3 

 

OCTOBER 

Monday 8th 

First day Term 4 

Principal’s Report  
 

 
Dear Parents & Caregivers,  
 
The question is often asked “What is good education?” 
Walking around the school and visiting classes,  I see 
lots of examples of high quality education. This week I 

saw what I feel were two great examples. In one class the students 
were at their ‘Stations” as part of their STAR sessions and everyone 
was fully engaged in their activities.  What was more impressive was 
that one of the students volunteered an explanation as to how the 
process of moving stations happens and what they do at each of the 
stations - detailing how this meets the needs of the different students 
in the class.  It was clear that they were feeling safe, challenged and 
were enjoying the learning experience.  
 
Later I was out in the playground when a 
group of students were returning from their 
cooking session, where they had made 
cupcakes.  They offered me one (which I very 
much enjoyed) and took pride in showing me 
which cake they made and the designs they 
had put on the top of the cupcakes. 
 

I  am very much looking forward to the the SAS Birthday Party on 
Saturday the 1st of September. I have heard great things about the 
parties in the past and this year, at our new location of Super Zu in 
Dingley, I expect it to be just as good.  I hope a lot of families will be 
able to attend. 
 
Shoot for Autism 
We had the Shoot for Autism 
team, led by Brad and Hayley 
Steer,  present their fundraising 
cheque to the school today. It’s 
fantastic that they raised $5000.  
It was a great effort by a hard 
working team that has been 
raising funds for SAS for five years 
now. 
 
SSGs  have started this week and the feedback I have had so far is that 
they have been going really well.   Thank you for your participation. 
 
Bruce McPhate 
Principal  

Parent / carer coffee 
morning 

Monday 13th August 
9:30am 

All welcome 

Reminder 

Student Free Day 
Monday August 6 
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Assistant Principal News 
 
It is always fabulous to see so many people attend Student Support Group Meetings. This 

is a great time to celebrate achievements, to establish and set new goals and to share and 

communicate progress and concerns. Whilst these meetings are set each term, I 

encourage you to contact the classroom teacher throughout the term if needed.  

Partnerships with parents are valued and encouraged.  

Enrolments & Planning 

The school is in the process of organising numbers and planning for classrooms and staffing for next year, 

to the best of our ability. If you are moving out of the area or if your child will not be attending next year, 

could you please let the classroom teacher or myself know. This will 

enable us to attempt to put the best plans possible in place.  

Work Experience 

I was fortunate enough to be needed to drive the bus last Monday for 

classes 505 & 506 to visit Waverley Industries at Hallam. What a fabulous 

set up and process for our students whereby there is an opportunity for 

engagement in this post school option. Others in the class had a great 

time attending IGA or shopping at Coles.  

What a great initiative for our students.  

Julia Sadler 
Assistant Principal 

Assistant Principal News 
 
Thank you to everyone for their kind welcome back to SAS. I’ve returned to be reminded 

what an exciting and vibrant place this is to work. Such an amazing group of students – all 

with very individualised characteristics and support needs. And it was a surprise to see 

how tall some have grown in 6 months.  

After two terms at Katandra School, it has been wonderful to come back and see all the positive changes 

that have taken place in that relatively short time. SAS has always been a school that seeks to continually 

improve services for students – and I’m excited to see this is still the focus. I’m glad to say that after just 

two weeks I already feel part of the great new team we have here.  

I’m looking forward to getting to know all the new families. 

Justin Walsh 
Assistant Principal 

Welcome to new staff 

Caitlin Donnelly 

Speech Therapist 
Tyler Dudding  

ES Room 408 

Rebecca Whitehouse  

ES Room 201 

Andrea Harris 

Teacher Room 501 
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EEP and Foundation School News 
 

It is great to see how quickly our students in Foundation have settled into Term 3. Our 

students are showing increasing independence with classroom routines and attendance to 

learning activities.  Teachers are currently assessing their students to determine the next 

steps in learning to develop individual learning goals for Semester 2.  The SSG meetings this 

week provide an important forum to talk about your children’s learning needs and goals.  

Staff in Foundation have been recording students participating in play.  The videos show how Speaking 

and Listening goals are addressed through play and will be presented to staff on the Curriculum Day next 

week to showcase its importance for student learning in our Foundation area.  Play supports the 

development of early communication skills such as making requests, imitating actions and sounds and 

contributing to a small group by sharing a toy.  Language for social interactions is also addressed, for 

instance, looking towards the communication partner, turn-taking in play as well as developing 

commenting and questioning skills. 

Kirsten Schmidt 
Foundation School Leader 
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Lower Primary School News 
 
It is a pleasure to be back after a lovely break in Ireland.  Surprisingly I had great weather, 

unlike Melbourne, I hear.  Thank you to Elaine and Kerri for taking good care of the staff 

and students in Lower Primary School.  As I’m busy catching up, I’ve been assured of the 

continued progress students have been making the last couple of weeks.   

Denise Van Der Nest 
Lower Primary School Leader 
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Upper Primary School News 
 
Some of the older Upper Primary School students had the opportunity to attend traffic 
school last week.  The students walked from school, with their bicycles, to Bentleigh East 
Traffic School.  Traffic School is set up with mini roads, complete with roundabouts, road 
signs, a rail crossing and traffic lights. 

 
This experience gives children the opportunity to gain practical experience riding their bikes or scooters 
while understanding the road rules on a mini road set up in a fun environment.  Following basic road 
safety rules, each child must wear a helmet and ensure that their bike is appropriate for road use. 
 

The students and teachers found this experience to be extremely valuable for safety awareness and 
development and covering important areas of the Victorian Curriculum. 
 
Nat Proctor 
Upper Primary School Leader 
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Secondary School News  

Work Experience—Coles and IGA 

This term we are able to add Coles to our resumes as three students have begun work 

experience at Coles Clayton.  Building on the skills they developed at IGA last term, Blake, 

Calvin and Thomas are learning to transfer these skills to another setting before tackling 

new tasks.  As one group finishes at IGA, the next crop of work experience students begins.  Jasmine, Levi 

and Ryan have begun weekly work experience at IGA East Bentleigh where they will continue every 

Monday learning skills which they in turn will transfer to other settings in the future. 

Cindy Longley  
Secondary School Leader 
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“Wrap and Chat!” 
 

Please join our parents 
every Friday at 9.15am for 
a good dose of laughter 
and to help cover books in 
the Staff Room. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
SAS on Facebook 

 
Parents are invited to link into 
SAS’s acebook page as a forum 
for parents to exchange 
information or simply connect 
with each other. Search 
‘Southern Autistic School’ for 
the link to become a friend. 

www.southernautistic.vic.edu.au 

COMPASS PARENT PORTAL 
 

We thank all parents who have logged into the Parent Portal  
and ask that those who haven’t to please do so. 

Log in Progress 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
SAS BIRTHDAY PARTY 
SUPERZU, DINGLEY 

 
SATURDAY, 1ST SEPTEMBER 2018 

6pm onwards 
 


