
 

 

   What’s News 
Principal’s Report  

 

Dear Parents & Caregivers,  
 
It is great news that as part of the next Budget the 
Government will soon appoint an architect to develop a 
master plan for the redevelopment of Southern Autistic 

School.  The whole SAS community has worked hard on this process and it 
is very pleasing to see solid outcomes.  Obviously this is just the first stage 
and I will keep you updated on any progress.  
 
This term we have had a very successful NDIS information session.  The 
parents and carers who were able to attend gained useful information and 
hopefully had some of their concerns addressed.  We are also facilitating 
three 2.5 hour sessions  on 28th May, 4th & 18th June.  The topic is 
“Preparing for NDIS Planning” - being run by ACD.  This is the next stage in 
the NDIS plan so hopefully it will be a valuable experience. Further 
booking information is included in this newsletter. Unfortunately there 
are limited places for these sessions so please book in early. 
 
Last Thursday we had a moving Anzac Day Ceremony with active 
involvement by many of our students in all parts of the program from 
reading the stories, making and presenting the wreaths.  Thank you to 
Cindy for coordinating this ceremony.  
 
We have been very fortunate to be successful in obtaining a Community 
Grant from Commonwealth Bank for $10,000.  We would like to thank the 
team from Bentleigh Commonwealth Bank for coordinating this grant 
application.  We also have a Grants subcommittee who investigate grants 
that are available to us.   Currently Telstra provide a grant for which we 
need to have a parent that works for Telstra.  If any parent is a Telstra 
employee please contact our office. 
 
Schools are communities and we have been very fortunate with the 
support we always get from our parent community. We have Shoot for 
Autism on 19th & 20th May and we have our Bunnings BBQ on the  
2nd June. 
 
After being stuck in my office a bit 
too much in my first term, I am 
enjoying finding some time to drop 
into classes and see firsthand the 
great learning and teaching that is 
happening.  
 
Bruce McPhate 
Principal  
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12 Margaretta Street 
East Bentleigh 3165 
Tel: 03 9563 8139 

 
This office is located on the land of 
the Boonerwrung people of the Kulin  
nation. 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

MAY 
Monday 7th  
Curriculum Day  
Thursday 10th 
Mother’s Day Stall 
Thursday 17th 
School Council Meeting 
Saturday 19th & Sunday 20th 
Shoot for Autism Fundraiser 
Monday 28th 
NDIS Workshop 1  
10:00am-12:30pm 
 
JUNE 
Saturday 2nd 
Bunnings BBQ 
Monday 4th 
NDIS Workshop 2 
10:00am-12:30pm 
Monday 11th 
Queens Birthday Holiday 
Monday 19th 
NDIS Workshop 3  
10:00am-12:30pm 
Thursday 21st  
School Council Meeting 
Friday 29th  
Last Day Term 2 
 
JULY 
Monday 16th 
First day Term 3 
Monday 30th—3rd August 
SSG Meetings 
 
AUGUST 
Monday 6th 
Curriculum Day 
Thursday 16th  
School Council Meeting 
 
SEPTEMBER 
Thursday 20th 
School Council Meeting 
Friday 21st 
Last day Term 3 
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Assistant Principal News 
 
What a busy start to the term but very productive and interesting. It was fabulous to 
attend the Expo for students leaving school with many displays and opportunities on 
offer.  A huge thank you to Cindy for organising this fabulous event.  
 
This week we are in the middle of SSGs and I always think these are a great opportunity 

to meet with parents to clarify progress and to share achievements and concerns.  A reminder that you 
are most welcome to meet with your child’s teacher throughout the term, email or use the 
communication books.  We see our role as a partnership with you and communication as fundamental.  
 
Curriculum Day 
All staff will be involved in various professional development sessions next Monday 7th May.  There is 
professional development on the Victorian Curriculum, Reporting, STAR and LINKS, behaviour and also 
intensive CPR and First Aid Training.  Our wonderful Speech and Occupational Therapists will also be 
running training on PECs and Communication Devices. A reminder that there are no classes for students 
as all staff will be in training all day.  
 
Attendance 
Regular attendance at school is essential to help develop consistency in learning and routines. Sick 
children however should not attend school.  It is often very difficult for them to trying to concentrate 
when they are not well.  I know on these cold mornings it is difficult to be here before 9am however it is 
less stressful for the child if they arrive on time.  Please inform school if your child is absent stating the 
reasons. I thank you for your support in this matter.   
 
NDIS 
It was great to see so many people attend the NDIS session. I certainly found it informative and it was 
interesting to hear some of the challenges and successes that people are facing.  
 
Stay happy and keep warm!  
 
Kind regards  
 
Julia Sadler 
Assistant Principal 

Photo removed for privacy reasons 



 

 

EEP and Foundation School News 
 

This term we are delighted that our Foundation students are able to use 
the gym for the Perceptual Motor Program now that the upper primary 
classes have moved from the gym into their new classrooms. The PMP 
program promotes the development of students’ gross motor skills, 
including balance, hand-eye coordination, and body awareness. Each 

student will continue to work on his or her Individual Learning Plan Movement and Physical Activity goal 
in the sessions. The gym is also equipped with an area for students to engage in play-based learning 
during the session. Our students have been eager to visit the gym and participate in the program.  
 
The Foundation team appreciates parents and caregivers taking the time to come into the school to talk 
with classroom staff at SSG meetings this week. The meetings are a valuable opportunity to discuss 
students learning needs and progress. 
 
We were sorry to farewell Natalie Walsh at the end of Term 1. We thank her for all of the support she has 

given us over her years as Foundation School Leader and wish her every success in her new adventure. 

 
Tracy Stewart / Kirsten Schmidt 
Acting Foundation School Leaders 
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Lower Primary School News 
 
Welcome back to Term Two.  The students had a great first week back and it was easy for 
them to get back into routine at school.  With the changing of the season we are 
experiencing cold mornings and warmer afternoons, so we ask if you could please mark 
all your child’s belongings, so it is easier for us to identify and return if they get lost. 

 
In Lower Primary School we have three Specialist programs: Cooking in a fully equipped kitchen with Dee 
Bird, Art in the workshop with Lizelle Moore and Swimming with Sharen Morisi and Amanda Baptist.  
Students are doing really well transitioning around the school to different locations and they enjoy 
participating in activities presented to them.  Transitioning is part of the Functional Routines component 
in the STAR Program, and by using consistent language across the school such as  “walk with me” 
students are getting used to following instructions and transitioning to different locations at school. 
 
Some action shots from room 303 in the swimming pool. 

 
Denise Van Der Nest 
Lower Primary School Leader 

Mothers Day Stall 
 
The Mothers Day Stall will be held 

on Thursday 10th May. 
 

$$  
donations greatly appreciated. 

 
Reminder:  Shoot for Autism Fundraiser 

19th & 20th May 
 

 
A reminder that donations for this fundraiser 

need to be dropped off to the school by  
Friday 11 May. 
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Upper Primary School News 
 
Upper Primary School took delivery of some great new equipment for the playgrounds and 
outdoor learning areas. The students have been using the equipment to support growth in 
curriculum areas Personal and Social Capabilities and Critical Thinking. 
 

Recess time is the perfect time for students to engage in and practices their social skills and time spent 
with numbered cubes and cylinders allows for this. 
 
Using the swing ball and small trampolines are ideal for developing gross motor skills and the ability to 
share, using the phrases “my turn, now your turn”. 
 
And as it is recess time, let’s not forget that this time is perfect for some relaxation with a good book – or 
simply to just enjoy the sunshine. 
 
 
Nat Proctor 
Upper Primary School Leader 

Parent Information  
Sessions 

 
Wednesday 16th May 9.30 am—12.30 pm & Thursday 24th May 6.30—9.30 pm 

 
For more information or to RSVP, email Cindy Longley Longley.cindy.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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                    Secondary School News  
 
 

 
Cindy Longley 
Secondary School Leader 

Post School Options EXPO 
The 2018 Post School Options EXPO 
turned out to be another successful 
evening with many families from 
across the school  taking the 
opportunity to visit with some or all 
of the 19 organisations represented. 

ANZAC Day 
Students participated in a brief service FOR Anzac Day which included a reading of the 
story Anzac Ted by students in 5.04, and a wreath laying ceremony with students from 
each area of the school laying a wreath they had made.   
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