
 

 

“Wrap and Chat!” 
 

Please join our parents every 
Friday at 9.15am for a good dose 
of laughter and to help cover 
books in the Staff 
Room. 

SAS on Facebook 
 

Parents are invited to link into our 
parents Facebook page as a 
forum to exchange information or 
simply connect with each other. 
Search ‘Southern Autistic School’ 
for the link to become a friend. 
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12 Margaretta Street 
East Bentleigh 3165 
Tel: 03 9563 8139 

 
This office is located on the land 
of the Boonerwrung people of the 
Kulin nation. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
 

DECEMBER 

Tuesday 18th 

School Council Meeting 

Friday 21st 

Last day of Term—school 
finishes normal time 

 

2019 

 
JANUARY 

Wednesday 30th 

First day Term One 

 

FEBRUARY 

Monday 11th-Friday 15th 

SSG Meetings 

Thursday 21st 

School Council Meeting 

Principal’s Report  
 

The term is continuing to move along quickly. 

 

We have had a number of transition days for current and 

new students and their families coming to SAS next year. 

It has been great to see all the new faces and welcome 

the families into the SAS community. 
 

We are working closely with Hede Architects to develop our Masterplan. 

Preliminary investigations have commenced on the site by engineers 

looking at traffic, infrastructure and essential services. We have also 

visited Northern School for Autism, Western Autistic School as well as 

Eastern Ranges School.  These visits have been very helpful in gathering 

ideas of designing different spaces and how Hede Architects can adapt 

these to meet our own students’ needs. 
 

We are presently finalising our evaluation of our AIP and preparing for our 

review of our Four Year Strategic Plan in Term Two next year.  The review 

process has changed significantly from previous  years and reviewers will 

be in the school from  three to six days.  It will be a good chance to review 

the improvements we have made over the last four years and plan ways 

to continue the best teaching and learning for our students. 
 

Recently all students in Upper Primary visited the Zoo and thanks to the 

fine organisation and support provided by staff the students had an 

excellent time.  
 

Today I immensely enjoyed the Secondary School Short Movie Festival 

and am looking forward to the upcoming Year 12 Graduation. 

 

Bruce McPhate 
Principal  

www.southernautistic.vic.edu.au 

Parent Payment Schedule for 2019 
 
For your information the 2019 Parent Payment Schedule is now available 
on the Southern Autistic School website and via the Compass Parent 
Portal. 
 
Please note that payment is not required until 2019.  Family Statements 
and payment options will be issued in Term 1. 



 

 

Assistant Principal News 
 

Our Leading Teachers have done an amazing job of supporting transitions for students 

from the 2018 to 2019 school year. This has been a complicated process that has 

involved detailed consideration in developing 2019 classes, matching Teachers and ES 

staff and matching students to staff. The team have also contacted the families of all 

new students to arrange transition visits to provide familiarity with SAS before they begin at the school 

next year. An incredible amount of thought goes into the formation of class groupings. Relinquishing 

Teachers and ES staff advocate strongly for their students to ensure they are suitably placed. Staff review 

all groupings to ensure they are comfortable that every class in the school will work well and allow 

students to engage and participate in learning.  

 

Leading Teachers have also developed a handover transition program that has ensured 2018 and 2019 

staff dedicate planned time to sharing transition information. Staff changes are inevitable as Teacher and 

ES teams split to support new staff or staff that move to other sections of the school. The transition 

documents that Teachers will be completing this week will mitigate the loss of important information that 

we have learnt about students and student learning during 2018. Fortunately, once again, we have very 

few staff leaving SAS at the end of this year. We are continuing to grow though, and will need to staff 3 

new classes next year.  

 

Child Safe Standards 

As we plan for the 2019 school year, aside from ensuring all newly appointed staff are suitably qualified 

and have the skills, knowledge and disposition to support our students, it is important that we keep the 

Child Safe Standards at front of mind. 

 

We take steps to employ skilled people to work with children. We carry out reference checks to ensure 

that we are recruiting the right people. All people engaged in child-related work, including volunteers, are 

required to hold a Working with Children Check and to provide evidence of this Check. All teachers must 

comply with Victorian Institute of Teaching (VIT) registration requirements.  

 

Justin Walsh 

Assistant Principal 

McKinnon Primary School Band 
performing for our students.  



 

 

EEP and Foundation School News 
 

Next year we will be welcoming many new families into Foundation school, with the entry 

of 24 new school age students. The placement of students through the school is based on 

age and the number of available places in each sub school. In the Foundation School next 

year, we are fortunate to have an increase to eight classes for the school age program. This 

will allow for 18 students from our current cohort to continue in the Foundation area.  

 

Over the last three weeks we have held very successful transition sessions for our new students and also 

for our current students who will be moving into Lower Primary. The one hour sessions have provided 

students with an opportunity to visit the classrooms in the school and start to become familiar with the 

new environment. Parents of our new students were also able to meet each other and have a chat. The 

sessions have given staff a chance to meet new students, which will assist with grouping students into 

classes for next year.   

 

Today is the Celebration Day for Foundation School and staff are looking forward to seeing families come 

to the school to celebrate their child’s progress and learning through 2018. I’m sure students will be 

delighted to have family members visit their classroom and take part in activities set up in the playground. 

The weather forecast is looking good, so we are sure to have a great day. 

 

This Semester students have benefited from new equipment in the Perceptual Motor Program. Students 

have increased their throwing skills with the target board and practised balancing on the wobble cushions 

and stepping stones. 

Kirsten Schmidt 
Foundation School Leader 



 

 

Lower Primary School News 
 
Over the last couple of weeks there have been some successful transition sessions as we 
have welcomed new students to our school.  Additionally we have held transition 
sessions to support the current students going into Upper Primary and those coming from 
Foundation. 
 

Today and tomorrow children in Lower Primary are participating in water safety week whereby they are 
learning to enter and exit the pool safely as well as treading water. 
 
We look forward to seeing parents and carers next Tuesday for the Lower Primary celebration. 
 
Denise Van Der Nest 
Lower Primary School Leader 

 
Lower Primary School Celebration 

 

All students and staff have worked really hard and to celebrate a very successful 2018, 

we would like to invite you to the Lower Primary School Celebration. 

 

Tuesday the 11th of December at 
12pm onwards 

 
 

Jumping Castles, Face Painting, Sausage Sizzle, Raffle and 
much more. 

 

 

You are welcome to take your child home afterwards, if you wish. 



 

 

Upper Primary School News 
 

Upper Primary students upped sticks and went en masse to Melbourne Zoo for a full days’ 

excursion. The trip was a great success, with all of the students attending an educational 

talk from zoo keepers where they had the opportunity to touch some of the animals. The 

students walked the zoo pathways in their class groups, following maps and ensuring they 

followed safety instructions from staff. 

 

As a teacher of students with exceptional learning abilities, I am always extremely proud of our students 

behaviour when we are in the community. It is immensely important to ensure our students are able to 

access every experience possible, so thank you to each and every hard working staff member who 

attended the excursion. 
 

The pictures on the next page show just a few highlights from the trip. 
 
Nat Proctor 
Upper Primary School Leader 

Upper Primary School would like to invite 
parents and carers to celebrate the end of 
another successful year at Southern Autistic. 

 

Our celebration will be on  
13th December @ 1:30pm. Look 
out for invites and more details in 
the diaries. 



 

 



 

 

Secondary School News  

Another fabulous performance from our talented students in Secondary School today at our 

short film festival. Students were involved in all aspects of the films including writing, 

casting, directing, filming and editing. Of course, none of this would have been possible 

without the outstanding amount of work put in by our talented Amanda Thomas and the 

continued support she received from the classroom teachers.  Well done Secondary School Team!  Finally, 

I’d like to thank everyone for a fabulous year and wish you all safe and happy holidays.  I look forward to 

seeing you in 2019. 
 

Cindy Longley 

Secondary School Leader 



 

 

REPORT TO SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 

Thursday, 29th November 2018 

 
This report provides an overview of points of interest for the school community. 
 
Facility Improvements 

As part of the Victorian Schools Building Authority (VSBA) master plan for the redevelopment of 

Southern Autistic School, the following milestones have occurred since our last report to the 

School Community: 

21/11 SAS visited Western Autistic School and Northern School for Autism 

22/11 Hede Architect site visit to assess SAS current facilities 

23/11 second Phase 2 meeting with VSBA and Hede Architects 

VSBA advised $62,000 School Pride funding for shade sails will be transferred to the 

masterplan budget  

SAS’s permanent building entitlement to increase significantly to 7,295m2 

Hede Architects presented Spatial Analysis Plan and Sequencing Diagram 

27/11 SAS visited Eastern Ranges School 

29/11 School Council meeting to review Spatial Analysis Plan and school visit feedback 

 

Following the 29/11 School Council meeting: 

30/11 third Phase 2 meeting with VSBA and Hede Architects: 

Hede Architects presented revised proposal for Stage One funding 

School visit feedback provided  

7/12 fourth Phase 2 meeting with VSBA and Hede Architects: 

Hede Architects to present revised masterplan for entire site 

14/12 fifth Phase 2 meeting (if required) 

18/12 Hede Architects to present masterplan to School Council 

21/12 Bruce McPhate and Rochelle Pettit to sign off on masterplan for VSBA review 

 

2019 School Fees 
School Council ratified 2019 School fees.  Fee schedules to be communicated via Compass and 
on SAS’s web site.  Payment is not required this year.  Parents will receive the fee schedule, 
payment plan options and family statements in Term 1 2019. 
 
Child Safety and Wellbeing 
Training module for the School Council planned next year.  Staff are being trained in identifying 
and spotting warning signs of child abuse.  Looking at code of conduct within SAS and the devel-
opment of a risk register. 
 
Annual Implementation Plan 
Leadership team have reviewed current AIP and planning for next year’s review in Term 2.  
 
Fundraising 
As at 29/11/2018, we have received $1,508 from raffle ticket purchases.  Parents can request 
further raffle books from the office.  The draw will be held on 14/12.   
 
Next Fundraising meeting: Wednesday 12th December; 1pm 
 
 
Please email southern.autistic.sch@edumail.vic.gov.au if you have any feedback on this report 
or call Bruce on 9563 8139 if you would like a copy of the School Council minutes. 
 
Next School Council meeting: Tuesday 18th December @ 7.00pm 

mailto:southern.autistic.sch@edumail.vic.gov.au

