
 

 

 

“Wrap and Chat!” 
 

Please join our parents 
every Friday at 9.15am for 
a good dose of laughter and 
to help cover books in the 
Staff Room. 

   What’s News 
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12 Margaretta Street 
East Bentleigh 3165 
Tel: 03 9563 8139 

 
This office is located on the land 
of the Boonerwrung people of the 
Kulin nation. 

 

Principal’s Report  

 

Curriculum Day 
We have our Professional Development Day next 
Monday, whereby teaching staff will look at Assessment 
and Curriculum Planning. Our Educational Support staff 
will be completing CPR, First Aid and video self-modelling 
amongst other things.  This day is a great opportunity to 

further develop professional skills. 
 
SSG Meetings 
This week we are having our Term Two SSGs and it is pleasing to see so 
many parents have made appointments with their class staff.  I hope that 
the appointment system through Compass has made the process more 
streamlined.  Whist we encourage ongoing communication between 
home and school, we do see SSGs as very important to review progress 
and discuss further areas of focus. 
 
Parenting support 
As mentioned previously we have a strong focus this year on providing 
information sessions for parents and carers.  We had organised with 
Association of Children with Disabilities (ACD) to provide sessions on 
career options on Thursday.  Unfortunately the numbers were not high 
enough so we are postponing to later in the year. 
 
Redevelopment 
We are continuing to work with our Architects and hope to sign off on the 
plans very soon. 
 
Anzac Day 
Our ANZAC Day commemoration was held in our gym last Friday and once 

again highlighted how our students rise to the occasion with their 

excellent participation. Students from classroom 506 produced a 

wonderful video and Caleb Berechree led the ceremony with traditional 

messages, recognising the significance of the ANZACs to our history.  All 

students can be proud of their respectful conduct at the ceremony.  

Bruce McPhate 
Principal  

www.southernautistic.vic.edu.au 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

MAY 

Thursday 9th 

Mothers Day Stall 

Monday 13th 

Student Free Day 

Wednesday 22nd 

School Council Meeting 

 

JUNE 

Monday 10th 

Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

Friday 28th 

Last Day Term Two 

 

JULY 

Monday 15th 

First day Term Three 

 

AUGUST 

Friday 23rd 

Student Free Day 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Friday 20th 

Last day Term Three 

BUS SERVICE 
 

Please contact Crown Coaches on 9845 1455 if your contact details 
have changed and if your child will not be on the bus for any reason. 



 

 

Assistant Principal News 
 

Surveys 
Parents and carers will have recently received a short survey through your children’s 
communication folder. We would appreciate getting as many replies as possible to assist 
us in reviewing some elements of school improvement over the previous three years. 
We will gain further insight about school improvements, and the impact of these on 

student outcomes, through School Council, staff surveys, student forums and parent meetings. I’ll be 
sending invites out to parents soon to participate in this – selecting a range of parents from across the 
school, including parents who have been with us for some time to those that are new to the community. 
Please feel free to contact Bruce, Julia or myself if you feel you have something to add to the surveyed 
questions.  
 

Child safety 
This week staff reviewed understandings of family violence, with consideration of how this behaviour can 
impact children and childhood development. As with other forms of abuse, staff in schools are trained to 
be aware of the key indicators of family violence and are, as always, mandated to act on any suspicions 
they might have that children are at risk.   
 

Shoot for Autism 
Brad and Hayley Steer are again in the process of organising the annual Shoot for Autism fundraiser. In its 
6th year, this rifle range competition attracts competitors from across the state and has contributed more 
than $23,000 to support student programs and resources. Please see Hayley’s post below and on the 
Parents and Carers of Southern Autistic School Facebook group if you can support through the donation 
of goods.  We are looking for help in supplying soft drinks and items for afternoon tea.  Donations here 
mean that all money raised can go directly to the school.  
 

Justin Walsh 

Assistant Principal 

Annual Shoot for Autism Fundraiser 

 
The 6th Annual shoot for Autism is on Saturday 18th & Sunday 19th May and we need your help. 
 
Brad and I are the parents of Brooke who has been at SAS for 15 years. Six years ago my husband and I decided we wanted to 
give back to this wonderful school which provides our daughter with so much.  
 
Over the last 5 years together with the Grantville Rifle Range, Families and staff of SAS we have raised over $23K for SAS 

which goes towards resources for our children. Each year provides new challenges in receiving prizes and donations which is where you 
can help! We would really appreciate if anyone could donate one of the following items for this fundraiser.  
 
We are in need of: 
 

 
 
This year Day 1-beef and gravy rolls, Day 2- Sausage sizzle. Each year with the generosity of families we have been able to supply tea/
coffee and afternoon tea for the shooters.  If you are able to donate any of the much needed above items please send them in to the school 
where they will be stored until the pick-up date. We cater for approximately 80 shooters each day. 
 
If all items can be dropped to the school by Friday 17th May that would be great if not let me know and I can try and arrange pick up. 
 
Your support is greatly appreciated. 
 
Thanks again 
Hayley & Brad  
0419 911 400 

24 pack soft drink 
Coke & Coke no sugar 

24 pack soft drink 
Pepsi Max 

24 can soft drink 
solo 

Monetary donations to purchase BBQ 
items 

Foil Trays Tea/Coffee 

24 pack soft drink 
lemonade 

Bottled water Cakes/slices/biscuits/chocolates 
(afternoon tea) 



 

 

EEP and Junior School News 
 

It has been a wonderful start to the term with students looking very settled through the 

Junior school and engaging well in learning activities and social experiences. 

This term our students in the school-age program will be learning about weather. Classes 

have begun the topic with a wide range of activities to engage students in concepts, 

including making ice, wetting dry sand, and looking at the weather forecast.  

Through the term students in all classes will also explore and develop their ideas through picture books. In 

Room 201, students have been reading Incy Wincy Spider and retelling the story with images and sensory 

items in the story tray. Students in 202 have engaged in shared readings of What Makes a Rainbow? and 

in 204 students have developed an interest in the book Muddle and Mo. In Room 206, students have 

worked on cloud pictures for the book Little Cloud, and experimented with shaving foam rain clouds. 

On Friday 24th May, students in Junior school will attend a science incursion to further explore concepts 

relating to weather. 

It’s great to see parents coming into school to attend SSG meetings to discuss their child’s learning with 

classroom staff and continue to build connections between home and school. 

We will be holding a Junior and Lower School afternoon tea on Wednesday 15th May from 1 – 2.45 pm. 

Please come along for a cuppa and an informal chat with other parents. 

Kirsten Schmidt 
Junior School Leader 

Photos removed for privacy reasons 



 

 

Lower School News 
 
It was good to see our students happy to come back to school after 
the Easter break. The start of Term Two saw the whole school come 
together for our ANZAC ceremony, led by students in the Senior 
School.  All students in Lower School made a poppy that was then 
made into a wreath by 3.12 and presented at the ceremony.  

 
 

 
It’s been a busy start to the term in our 
classrooms. 3.10 have a new classroom book called 'Jinormous Jack' 
that the students love to read individually or to each other and sit 
together as a group during story time. Tarkyn enjoyed construction 
time, where the students either follow a picture card or create their 
own inventions. The group were very creative when making Poppies 
for the school assembly for ANZAC Day. The students enjoyed 
themselves during a game of 'Duck, Duck, Goose' in their P.E Program 
with 3.09 on Friday afternoons. It is a great way for the students to 
adapt their social skills as well as taking turns, following a multitude of 
instructions and learning how to work alongside other students. 
 

 

 

Among their many activities, the students of 3.05: Ethan, 
Teagan, Sebastian, Jackson and Vincent have focussed on 
developing their cutting and art skills, creating beautiful 
pictures to represent the letters of the alphabet. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

This week 3.11 began their work on the topic of weather, 
talking about seasons and how the weather changes. 
They have also shown some examples of their number 
work in class.  
 

 

 

We had a number of unnamed clothing items left in corridors and the yard last term – please label all 

clothing items so that anything that goes missing can be returned. 

 
Kerri Harkness 
Lower School Leader 

Photos removed for privacy reasons 
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Upper School News 
 
Welcome to an exciting Term Two!  I hope you had a fantastic holiday.  It is Week 3 and 
we are in the swing of things with SSG meetings this week. 

It is so important for us as teachers to meet with parents regularly.  This ensures that we 
are on the same page and that we work towards a common goal that will benefit your 

child’s educational journey.  If you haven’t made an appointment to see your child’s teacher, maybe 
schedule a telephone meeting or just keep in touch regularly via email. 

It is getting colder now and everybody is coming in with a couple extra layers.  We would like you to mark 
all clothing in order to help us find the rightful owners.  Students tend to take off their jackets and 
jumpers at play time when they are running around.  It would be helpful if you could send in an extra set 
of clothing in case a student gets wet, especially during the rainy days.   

A reminder that we have access to a microwave, so if you would like to send in some food that needs 
heating up, that is fine.  It is nice for some students to have a warm meal at school during the colder 
months. 

Denise Van Der Nest 
Upper School Leader 

Amaze is hosting a series of workshops which aim to increase the capacity of people with autism and their families to 
exercise choice and control in working under the new National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) which has now 
rolled out across Victoria.  
 
The THREE free workshops will cover the following important topics:  

 The NDIS  

 Pre-planning  

 Writing a carer and participant statement  

 Setting and writing goals  

 Effective communication  

 Advocacy  

 Community connections and peer support  
 
Time: 10.30am-12.30pm  
Workshop 1: 4th June, 2019  
Workshop 2: 18th June, 2019  
Workshop 3: 16th July, 2019  
 
(PLEASE NOTE: It is important to attend all workshops)  
A light lunch will be provided.  
Please advise dietary requirements.  
 
Presenter: Carmel Topp - Community Engagement Officer  
 
Venue: Multicultural Hub  
506 Elizabeth Street  
Central Melbourne (opp. Queen Vic.)  
To register please go to Eventbrite:  
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/amaze-transitioning-to-the-ndis-workshops-melbourne-tickets-61140127768  



 

 

Senior School News  

Some students from Rooms 501 and 508 recently joined together for an overnight camp at 
Blackwood.  For some students this was their first time away from home and although the 
students were excited we had some anxious parents.  The students had so much fun that it 
was a challenge to get them to leave camp and return to school.  Many thanks again to the 

staff who were able to support this camp and make it possible for the students. 
 
Cindy Longley  
Senior School Leader 

Photos removed for privacy reasons 



 

 

Physical Education 

First Fun then Fitness & skills. 
 

Throughout Term One the Primary students in classes 301 – 312 & 401, 405 – 409 undertook 
Bicycle Education as part of the Physical Education curriculum which gave the students a 
great opportunity to consolidate and improve on existing skills. Some students progressed 

from the tricycle to riding two wheels with trainers and others all the way to independently riding the two 
wheel bikes and negotiating their way around a marked out course. The trial and error nature of becoming 
proficient on a bike builds up the essential life skills of persistence and resilience. Every little progression 
and achievement is a great boost for self-esteem. 
 

By having the classes outside in a safe environment, it facilitates their motor, sensory, social and cognitive 
development as well as being excellent for their physical and mental health and wellbeing. Mastering 
riding a bike at a young age provides the young person with a healthy physical outlet that is a life-long 
activity and is a lot of fun. 
 

In addition to the weekly one hour scheduled Physical Education sessions, the junior students have the 
opportunity to ride during their recess and lunchtime breaks and I have been extremely impressed with 
the skill level of many of those students.  It really does highlight the age old adage “that practice makes 
perfect”.  Cycling is also a wonderful activity for the whole family, regardless of age.  It is my strong belief 
that success and proficiency in any physical endeavours will have a positive flow on effect into all other 
areas of a young person’s educational life. 
 

Bike Education will take place again in Term Four, with Terms Two and Three focussing largely on balance, 
co-ordination and ball skills while of course, making each activity as pleasurable and much fun as possible. 
 

Finally, a number of parents have asked me about the progress of their child in relation to Physical 
Education and anything that can be done out of school hours to further enhance development. I am 
always available to provide suggestions in relation to these queries so please don’t hesitate to come and 
talk with me about these issues. 
 
Scott Newton 
Physical Education Specialist 

Photos removed for privacy reasons 



 

 

 

*Bunnings Moorabbin BBQ Fundraiser - 

Saturday 1st June* 
Call for volunteers 

 

Can you spare 2 hours to help our beautiful school’s fundraising efforts? 

We promise it will be fun and easy work, and you’ll get to chat to other 

parents and staff at the same time. 

 

Our fundraising efforts help support events like the recent Family Fun Day 

and the annual Birthday Party event. 

Please return the slip if you can help, thank you. 

 

*Bunnings Moorabbin BBQ Fundraiser - Saturday 1st June* 

 

Yes, I can volunteer: 

 

      8-10am 

 

      10-12noon 

 

       12-2pm 

 

        2-4pm 

Name: ……………………………………………………………… Phone: ……………………….. 

Contact email address: …………………………………………………………………… 


