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Principal’s Report  
 

As we move towards the end of another great term it is a good time 
to reflect on what’s been happening at SAS.  I really enjoyed being 
able to attend the SAS Birthday Party last Saturday at Super Zu in 
Dingley.   It was great to see the number of families that were able to 
come and it was clear that the students had heaps of fun.  I would 

like to thank the parent team that coordinated the whole night and the staff that 
attended to help with supervision. 
 
Last Friday we had our Superhero Day raising money for Muscular Dystrophy, it was 
a great day for students and staff alike.  I would like to thank one of our parents, 
Michael Kerr, for bringing along a group of super heroes to spend time with our 
students and attend our assembly. 
 
The Grandparents days have been a great success, although the weather did throw 
up a few challenges for the Lower School day.  The students really enjoyed showing 
their Grandparents around. 
 
We are continuing to use the enhancements of the Compass system and it is good 
that families can now access their students ILPs online. 
  
Bruce McPhate 
Principal  

www.southernautistic.vic.edu.au 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

SEPTEMBER 

Thursday 19th 

School Council Meeting 

Friday 20th 

Last day Term Three 

 

OCTOBER 

Monday 7th 

First day Term Four 

 

NOVEMBER 

Tuesday 5th 

Melbourne Cup Day Holiday 

 

DECEMBER 

Friday 20th 

Last day Term Four 

Patricia Lia 
TA—408 

Happy Birthday Bruce 
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Assistant Principal News 
 

What a busy but rewarding and interesting couple of weeks.  It was terrific to see so many 

students and families enjoy an evening at Super Zu on Saturday night.  Nights and events like these 

are a fabulous opportunity for families and the school community to come together, meet other 

parents and students and mix with staff in a relaxed and fun environment.  The Super Heroes Day 

went down an absolute treat with many staff and students dressing up and 506 doing an amazing 

job with their assembly and raising money for Muscular Dystrophy!  Well done to all.  

Grandparents Day 
How wonderful it was too see so many Grandparents at our Special Days.  Grandparents Day not only provided our 

children the opportunity to spend some special time with their precious Grandparents, but also linked into our 

Personal Histories Victorian Curriculum Unit.  The petting zoo was a real hit and we were so fortunate with the 

weather.  Whilst the weather was not as kind for our Lower School, attendance was awesome and Grandparents 

still enjoyed the afternoon tea, games and time with their grandchildren.  The senior students invited Grandparents 

in with some classes decorating biscuits or playing games with their special visitors.  Many visitors asked if we could 

hold this event again! 

Horse Riding 
I was fortunate enough to go to Horse 

Riding a couple of weeks ago with some of 

the senior classes.  I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank the wonderful 

volunteers who attend the RDA at 

Moorabbin.  I believe there are over 100 

volunteers who provide their time to 

enable some of our children to participate 

in this program.  Observing the 

participation of the students and my 

awareness of some of the benefits, 

including working the core, it truly is a 

valuable program.  

Planning for 2020 
As stated previously, we are well into planning for next year, with staff positions advertised, places of offer for new 

enrolments (first rounds) sent out, and lots of planning and meetings around the physical, financial and human 

resources needed.  To assist us in our planning can you please inform the office or class teacher if you are intending 

to leave, whether transitioning to mainstream, or 

moving out of the area.  This will allow us to offer the 

place to another student.  We thank you in anticipation 

for your support in this matter.  

Attendance 
Whilst I understand it can be challenging getting to 

school on time, it can be difficult for students if they 

are continuously late.  Being late can disrupt the class 

as it takes a staff member away and students can miss 

out on significant class time as repeatedly being late 

can prove to be a lot of missed time from the class.  We 

appreciate your assistance in supporting your child and 

class here.  

Julia Sadler 

Assistant Principal  by Evann 
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EEP and Junior School News 
 

We had a wonderful morning for our Grandparent’s Day, which was held as part of our Then and 

Now Victorian Curriculum history topic.  Personal histories is the focus of the topic and includes 

concepts about similarities and differences in student’s daily life, in their life over time and/or their 

life compared to the lives of parents and grandparents.  

We were very fortunate to have a sunny day for our students and guests to enjoy the farm animals and other 

activities in the playground.  Many students spent time in the enclosure petting and feeding the smaller animals, 

including ducks, rabbits and guinea pigs.  The highlight for some of our students was the goat and pig who roamed 

the playground eating plants and playdough, and digging through the garden.  Students also had fun on the play 

equipment, exploring the mushy “snow” and decorating picture frames.  Thank you to everyone who attended, 

making it a successful occasion for all. 

We also enjoyed seeing students and parents at the SAS Super Zu Birthday party – what a great turn out!  We look 

forward to chatting with parents and carers at our next Junior and Lower Primary school afternoon tea, which has 

had a change of date due to our busy calendar with these other social occasions.  We have rescheduled the 

afternoon tea for Week 10, Wednesday 18th September from 1.30 – 2.45pm in the conference room.  

Kirsten Schmidt 
Junior School Leader 
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Lower School News 
 
Lower School welcomed many family members to our Grandparents Day in week 7.  Unfortunately, 

the rain limited the space we were able to use, however, most of our students coped well with 

being indoors for the activities.   

Everyone enjoyed dancing or listening to music from a variety of decades; we had a reading corner 

for grandparents to read to their children; a very successful photo booth: the students particularly enjoyed selecting 

hats and masks to wear; our Then and Now staff photo board required lots of thought from both adults and 

students to match staff to their baby photos!  We also had some ‘outdoor’ games that we managed to play inside; 

as well as sensory items.  After the activities, many of our family members came together in the staffroom to enjoy 

a cuppa and some tasty nibbles.  

Thank you to everyone who managed to turn up on the day to help us celebrate our Grandparents Day – it was 

certainly a very successful event and we hope you all enjoyed it as much as we did!  

Kerri Harkness 
Lower School Leader 
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Upper School News 
 
Students from room 403, went on weekly community access to the local Coles.  Community access 
is so important as it teaches students numerous independent, social and academic skills. 

Some of the skills which are developed during community access are:   

 Students learn how to plan and write a list of what they need.   

 Students sometimes use the school bus, sometimes they walk to the bus stop and catch public transport.  

 Students stay together under the watchful eyes of staff and help each other if needed. 

 Students learn how to ask for help from Coles staff members if they don’t know where things are located.   

 Students wait in line and learn how to be patient as sometimes Coles can get busy.   

 Students learn about money and the exchanges that take place. 

 

Denise Van Der Nest 
Upper School Leader 

 

SAS on Facebook 
 

Parents are invited to link into our parents Facebook page as a forum to exchange information or 
simply connect with each other.   Search ‘Southern Autistic School’ for the link to become a friend. 
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Senior School News  

Congratulations to 506 who organised our Heroes and Super Heroes Day at school to raise money for 
Muscular Dystrophy. It was heaps of fun and we were lucky enough to have a special visit from 
Antman, Spiderman, Thor, Hawkeye and Starlord.   National Superhero Week for Muscular Dystrophy 
is a week-long event in which people across Australia dress up as their favourite superhero to raise 

money for Muscular Dystrophy Australia’s programs, services and research.  
 
If you did not get an opportunity to donate today, donations can be made at : 

https://www.mycause.com.au/payment/campaign/2910/196503  

       Senior School Film Festival celebration    4th December 
 Year 12 Graduation Dinner    10th December 
 Last Day for year 12 students   13th December 

Cindy Longley 
Senior School Leader 
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Physical Education 

“On The Ball with Cricket Program” 

In Term 3 many of our students have had a wonderful opportunity to participate in a Four Week 
Cricket training program that was run by Mitchell Spong from Cricket Victoria and his SEDA College 
students.  Each session was well geared to the individual level that students were at and the Year 
11 & 12 students developed great rapport with everyone. 

This program involved thirty minute sessions of fast paced, high energy and one on one coaching in the skills of 
fielding, throwing, bowling and catching.  It was extremely well received by all participants and in the next four 
weeks of term students will continue working and extending on the skills encountered and learned. 

From my many years as a Physical Education Teacher, you really know you have hit the mark with a program when 
the students are constantly asking you in the playground “when are we playing cricket again?”  This is a valuable 
program that was very professionally run and we will definitely pursue and embrace in the future. 

Also to come in Physical Education classes this term and early in Term Four will be the Bicycle Education and Golf 

programs that our school received funding for under the Sporting Schools Funding.  This will allow our students to 

participate in well-structured programs that have been designed by the respective Sporting Associations.  Thank 

you very much to Breda Darmody (SAS administration) who was successful in her funding application.  This means  

we can purchase golf equipment and some new bikes to assist in the successful running of these great programs. 

Scott Newton 

Specialist PE Teacher 
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