
 

 

“Wrap and Chat!” 
 

Please join our parents 
every Friday at 9.15am for 

a good dose of laughter and 
to help cover books in the 

Staff Room. 

   What’s News 
W E D N E S D A Y   
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12 Margaretta Street 
East Bentleigh 3165 
Tel: 03 9563 8139 

 
This office is located on the land 
of the Boonerwrung people of the 
Kulin nation. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

FEBRUARY 

Monday 11th-Friday 15th 

SSG Meetings 

Monday 18th 

Parent Mindfulness Session 

Thursday 21st 

ILP & The Vic. Curriculum 
Parent Info Session 9.30am & 
6pm 

School Council Meeting 

 

MARCH 

Monday 11th  

Labour Day Holiday 

Tuesday 12th 

Curriculum Day (student free 
day) 

Sunday 17th 

Family Day 10am-2pm (at 
Southern Autistic School) 

Thursday 21st 

School Council Meeting 

Monday 25th 

School Photos 

 

APRIL 

April 5th 

Last Day Term One 

Principal’s Report  

 

It’s great seeing students quickly settling into the 
structure of school.  I have really enjoyed walking around 
and visiting the new classes.  
 
Parent Engagement 
We highly value parent involvement and participation 

and we are always looking at ways of improving these connections. The 
Student Support Group Meetings (SSG’s) have started this week and mark 
the start of your formal involvement.  We appreciate the time parents 
give to attending the meetings this week. 
  
We are aiming for at least one major community event each term which 
will include the Family Day that is planned for Sunday 17th March. The 
Super Zu birthday party will be held in Term Three and then there are the 
end of year celebrations in Term Four.  Parent mindfulness sessions will 
be held on various Monday afternoons through Term One.  More details 
to follow.  An important part of the new building development is 
providing more spaces for our parents and carers to interact with the 
school.  Along with our highly valued School Council, your school will 
continue to seek new opportunities for parents to be involved in the 
education and personal development of your child. 
 
School Four Year Review 
Every four years all schools undertake a review, looking back over the last 
four years noting the achievements and challenges and then developing a 
plan for continued improvement for the next four years.  We have our 
review late in term two and will be working closely with our parents and 
carers gathering information and getting ideas for improvement going 
forward. 
  
Enrolments 2019 
Presently, the school has 275 students enrolled comprising 24 for the 
Early Education Program and 251 school aged across the junior to senior 
schools.  
   
It is great to see the new 
classrooms that were completed 
over summer. The classes moved in 
last Tuesday with all the staff 
helping with the move. 
 
Bruce McPhate 
Principal  

www.southernautistic.vic.edu.au 



 

 

Assistant Principal News 
 

What a fabulous start to the year! It has been wonderful to visit the classrooms, with our 

students settling into their new routines quite well. I can’t believe how much some of our 

students have grown over the holidays! 

 

 I have had the pleasure of sitting in on some of the parent /teacher assessment and 

interview sessions for the EEP’s and our new foundation students. This has been a great opportunity for 

parents and teachers to connect, share information and to assess the student needs. Thanks to the 

parents who have attended on the Wednesdays to share this information.  

 

Student Support Groups 

Student support group meetings are being held this week and we welcome parents and carers meeting 

with teachers to develop goals based on the students’ strengths and needs. It is terrific to see so many 

parents attend. 

 

Child Safety 

At SAS we have a zero tolerance of child abuse. To continue to embed a culture of child safety at school, it 

is important to ensure it is part of our everyday thinking and practice. Practices are continued to be 

reviewed and evaluated and will be communicated in the newsletter, during discussions, at Staff 

meetings, and in our everyday routines. Staff continuously focus on the well being and the safety of our 

children. As mandatory reporters we continuously review procedures, processes for reporting concerns, 

discuss our code of conduct and expectations. At Southern Autistic we are committed to keeping children 

safe and believe this to be everyone’s responsibility. I would like to draw your attention to our current 

policy, located on the School Website.  

 

Victorian Curriculum and The Individual Learning Plan Parent info sessions 

We will be holding parent information sessions for those parents who wish to learn more about the 

Victorian Curriculum and how this relates to the new Individual Learning Plan. We look forward to seeing 

you at either session on Thursday 21st February at 9.30am or Thursday 21st February at 6pm.  

 

Attendance 

Regular attendance helps establish routines, ensures continuity of learning and assists with relationship 

building with peers. Class attendance rolls are legal documents. If your child is absent you can contact the 

school through compass, email or write in the communication book stating the reason and the date. The 

records are maintained and beside each absence a code is recorded. We thank you for your anticipated 

support in this matter.  

 

We look forward to a productive, busy and rewarding term.  

 

Julia Sadler 

Assistant Principal 



 

 

EEP and Junior School News 
 

It has been wonderful seeing our students settling in to their new classes.  We have seen 

students starting to learn the routines of the classroom, including the morning and 

afternoon routines of unpacking and packing bags, going to the toilet and sitting at the 

table for mealtimes.  Students have been enjoying playtimes in the playground, including 

riding bikes, playing in the sandpit and using the swings.  Please pack a hat and sunscreen for your child. 

  

Teachers and SPOT (Speech and Occupational Therapists) team members have also been busy assessing 

students to develop targeted learning programs.  EEP parents have attended interview and assessment 

sessions with teachers.  In the school age program, teachers have appreciated having a rest day on 

Wednesdays for school-age entry students in order to meet with parents and spend time assessing 

individual students. We would also like to thank parents of school-age children for attending the SSG 

meetings, which support a collaborative approach to developing students’ learning programs.  

  

We have changed the name of Foundation School to Junior School as we feel this is more in keeping with 

our cohort, which includes the Early Education Program and students who are in their first and second 

year of school.  On Wednesdays through the year we will be running a social Afternoon Tea group for 

Junior School and Lower School parents and caregivers to meet together and have a chat.  We look 

forward to seeing you at our first gathering for 2019 on Wednesday 6th March.  

 

Kirsten Schmidt 
Junior School Leader 

Lower School News 
 
It’s been such a pleasure to meet so many parents and students at the start of the new 
school year and for me to receive such a warm welcome from everyone as the new Lower 
School leader.  Over the course of the term I’m looking forward to meeting more parents 
and getting to know the students.  I’ve asked each class to invite me in to ‘help out’ and 
get to know the students better.  I’m always happy to make myself available to parents if 

there’s anything you wish to discuss, so feel free to make an appointment through the office to see me or 
give me a call.   
 
I am delighted to say our students have returned from the summer break and are settling back in to the 
routines at school.  It’s been a significant change for many of our students, particularly those who are 
new to the school and for those who have transitioned from Junior School.  Even the transition to a new 
room, yard or working with new staff can be a great challenge for some of our students but everyone is 
being well-supported by a very caring and dedicated team of staff in Lower School, along with our 
colleagues in the SPOT (Speech and Occupational Therapists) and Specialist teams.  This year, our classes 
will work with Scott Newton for PE and Bike Ed, as well as the introduction of Music with Cate Langley.  
 
Our staff and students in 311 and 312 moved into their new classrooms in week 2 and are enjoying having 

a big space to learn in.  

 
Kerri Harkness 
Lower School Leader 



 

 

Upper School News 
 

A very warm welcome to you all.  We have had a great start to the year, with all classes 

settling in well.  Teachers are hard at work with initial assessments.  During SSG’s 

teachers will talk about goals for your child which will assist in the development of 

Individual Learning Plans (ILP). 

 
Riding for the Disabled Association (RDA) 
Each student received an application form to participate in RDA.  If you wish for your child to participate, 

you must complete the form, get the GP to sign off on it and pay the fee. For those who are interested, 

we have two groups of eight students going every second week. At least 2 staff from school will attend 

with the students, and there will be at least 2 staff from RDA to assist.  We will use a school bus to travel 

to Moorabbin RDS, about a 10 minute drive.  Students get to take their morning tea along.  If you would 

like more information, please do not hesitate to contact me at school. 

 
Denise Van Der Nest 
Upper School Leader 

Second Hand Uniforms 
 
The SAS Laundry is not able to keep donated long sleeve polo shirts or button up jackets.  Therefore we 
have a few items that are free to a good home .  All items have the school logo. 

 
   Available items are: 
   Navy Jackets   Red Long Sleeve Polo 
   1 x size 6     2 x size 8 
   3 x size 8    3 x size 10  
   2 x size 10 
   1 x size 14 
   1 x size 16 
   2 x 3xl 
 

If you’re interested in any of these items please call the office on 9563 8139.  Remember first in best 
dressed! 

Senior School News  

Welcome back!  Whether it’s catching up with friends, getting back to work, exploring new 

classrooms and equipment or just re-acquainting themselves with favourite things and 

activities, the students from Senior School have settled into 2019 really well.  It has been 

lovely seeing how students have grown and matured over the summer break and how eager 

they are to be back at school. 

Don’t forget your money on Friday afternoons for our very popular Treat Trolley. Selling sweets, treats 

and toys, nothing is priced over $2. 

Working on real life Maths and Communication skills is so much fun! 

Cindy Longley  
Senior School Leader 



 

 

 
 
 

Commonwealth School Banking Program 
 
Southern Autistic School is excited to offer the Commonwealth Bank School Banking program to all 
students and family members. 
 
The School Banking program provides children with an opportunity to deposit money into their 
Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account at school each week. The program is about how often 
your child makes deposits, not how much they deposit. 
 
To encourage regular savings behaviour the program offers an exciting Rewards Program. Every 
deposit earns your child a silver Dollarmites token, and once they’ve collected 10 tokens they can 
redeem them for a reward. 
 
The rewards available during 2019 are: 

 Scented Stackable Highlighters 

 Snowy Origami Set 

 Icicle Slapband Ruler  

 Yeti Fluffy Notebook  

 Arctic Owl Fluffy Keyring 

 Scratch Art Cards 

 Water Skimming Bounce Ball 

 Polar Pencils and Pencil Toppers 

School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. Our school receives $5 when a student 
makes their first ever School Banking deposit and 5% on every deposit made through the school (to a 
maximum of $10 per individual deposit). 
 
You can get involved in the School Banking program by applying online at 
commbank.com.au/schoolbanking. When you open an account your child will then receive a 
Dollarmites deposit wallet which you send with your child to school on Wednesday’s Banking Day.  
 
If your child / other family member has an existing Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account they 
can start banking straight away. They just need to bring their deposit in every week on School 
Banking Day. 
 
Banking will commence on Wednesday 6th February 2019.  
 
THANK YOU!! 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Julia Morgan 
School Banking Co-Ordinator  



 

 


