
 

 

   What’s News 
Principal’s Report  
 

Bunnings BBQ 
We had our Bunnings BBQ on the weekend and luckily had a 
pleasant day with nearly 700 sausages sold.  We are grateful to 
all the parents and friends who helped out with a special thank 
you to Laura Critchley who did all the planning and organising as 

well as Linda Collins who was able to arrange a Coles voucher for us to buy all the 
supplies.  It was a very successful Bunnings BBQ with a profit of $1,898.  
 

Raffle 
The next major fundraising activity will be our yearly raffle.  We already have a 
few donations, however if people know of businesses or friends who might be 
able to donate something for our raffle please let the fundraising committee or 
the school know. 
 

Westfield Local Heroes 
As already mentioned we have very active fundraising and grants committees and 
one of the grants we have applied for is the Westfield Local Hero’s and we are 
hoping our local Hero, Senior School leader Cindy Longley will make it through to 
the final six. If she does we will need to get behind Cindy and SAS by voting with 
the chance of winning $10,000.  More details to come. 
 

Parent Portal on Compass  
Hopefully all families have their log on details to Compass and are able to log on 
to inform the school about absences. We are looking at rolling out further 
Compass modules this year. 
 

Masterplan 
As mentioned in the last newsletter, we were successful in the last State Budget 
to get planning money to have an Architect to develop a Masterplan for 
redevelopment of SAS. We have been to a briefing by the Department and will 
provide them with the first set of information by the end of this term. 
 

NDIS 
We have continued to support our parents and carers with NDIS information 
sessions.   For the last two weeks a group of parents and carers have been 
attending an NDIS information session run by ACD.  They are now offering extra 
sessions for parents / carers with children under seven years of age. These 
sessions, being held over two weeks, will cover NDIS and ECEI planning.  More 
details will be provided. 
 

Trial Evacuation 
It was pleasing to see how well the 
students, with the support of the 
staff, were able to undertake last 
week’s evacuation drill. Returning 
back to the building, I asked one of 
our upper primary students how he 
thought it had gone and he 
produced this report. 
 

Bruce McPhate 
Principal  
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This office is located on the land of 
the Boonerwrung people of the Kulin  
nation. 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

JUNE 
Friday 15th 
Wrap & Chat morning (every 
Friday, all welcome) 
Monday 19th 
NDIS Workshop 3  
10:00am-12:30pm 
Thursday 28th  
(note revised date)  
School Council Meeting 
Friday 29th  
Last Day Term 2 
 

JULY 
Monday 16th 
First day Term 3 
Monday 23rd 
Parent / carer coffee morning 
Monday 30th—3rd August 
SSG Meetings 
 

AUGUST 
Monday 6th 
Curriculum Day  
(student free day) 
Monday 13th 
Parent / carer coffee morning 
Thursday 16th  
School Council Meeting 
 

SEPTEMBER 
Monday 3rd 
Parent / carer coffee morning 
Thursday 20th 
School Council Meeting 
Friday 21st 
Last day Term 3 

BUS TRANSPORT 
 

A reminder to parents of 
students who catch the bus.  

Please contact Crown Coaches 
if your child will not be at pickup 

or drop-off for any reason. 
 
 

9845 1455 



 

 

Assistant Principal News 
 
School Enrolments & Tours 

I feel very fortunate that one of my roles as Assistant Principal is conducting school tours 

and meeting future parents and students as part of the enrolment process.  I get to 

meet parents and future students, discuss challenges and goals for the students and 

showcase our school.  Parents often comment on the school, the calmness and the 

general welcoming and warm feel of the school.  I am always humbled at the terrific job the staff do and 

their commitment to the education of our children.  

We are beginning planning for 2019 and will look closer at numbers early next term.  If you are moving 

from the area or leaving the school please let the office or your class teacher know to assist with planning 

of classrooms and staffing for 2019. 

Class Visits 

A parent asked me whether I got to visit classrooms 

very much – I do and get lots of enjoyment and 

knowledge of the children from these visits, I would 

still like to visit more.  Some of the fabulous work I 

have seen this week include amazing science 

experiments in the Upper Primary, some beautiful 

writing and counting in the lower primary, some 

fabulous work around The Hungry Caterpillar in the 

EEPs and some great sounds and counting in the 

foundation.  The seniors have some fabulous 

technology skills and the puppets in the Art classes 

are brilliant.  Lots of great activities are happening at 

SAS! 

Attendance – Every day Counts! 

Thanks to the parents who communicate when your child is away and the appropriate reason.  If your 

child is to be away for an extended time, the school can support you with some suggested work or 

examples of activities you may do.  

Bunnings BBQ 

A huge thanks to everyone who attended and helped with donation.  It was great to meet parents and 
grandparents who are giving their time to support the school.  Well done Laura.  

Winter is here! Stay warm! 

Julia Sadler 
Assistant Principal 

COMPASS PARENT PORTAL 
 

If you have not yet received your Compass Parent Portal pack including 
your unique username and passcode please contact the office on  
9563 8139. 
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EEP and Foundation School News 
 

Foundation students have made great progress through the semester learning daily 

routines at school. Teachers are currently writing student reports that reflect these 

achievements. One of the routines many Foundation students are continuing to practise 

is transitioning from the classroom to the parent pick-up area. It is important that staff 

and parents work together to make this end of day routine successful. Parents and caregivers may assist 

by ensuring their child remains with them in the area and then walks with them to the gate.   

Students in 204 have been involved in activities for the class book of the week Whatever Next! by Jill 

Murphy.  The story involves the adventures of a bear who at bath time finds a rocket, takes off into the 

night sky, and picnics on the moon with his friend owl. Students built connections and developed 

understandings about the book through becoming active participants in the story with activities including 

building rockets, role-playing the story and sharing a picnic. 

The book of the week provides opportunities for students to develop an interest in books and have shared 

reading experiences with a picture storybook.  The focus on a book exposes children to new and unusual 

language and can inspire curiosity and imagination.  During shared reading, the teacher guides students’ 

language attempts by modelling language and encouraging participation, including repeating familiar 

words and phrases. It provides language opportunities for the student to label, make comments as well as 

ask and answer questions about the pictures, words and narrative in the book.  Students develop print 

awareness during shared reading including referencing the print to find letters and words.  

 
Kirsten Schmidt 
Foundation School Leader 

Photo removed for privacy reasons 



 

 

Lower Primary School News 
 
Teachers are currently hard at work writing reports.  We are very happy with the progress 

students have made so far especially with their social and emotional growth.  In the yard 

students are waiting appropriately for their turn and this is evident when on the swings or 

riding bikes.  Students are asking their peers or teachers to join in a game either verbally 

or through gestures.  The current favourite is “What’s the time Mr Wolf?”  Students are proving to be 

very resilient and are easily accepting redirection if an activity is not available. 

On a personal note, I will be on Long Service Leave from Monday the 18th of June until Friday the 27th of 

July.  I am going to visit my brother in Dublin, Ireland.   My position will be covered internally and parents 

will be informed by letter once this is finalised. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at school or via email prior to the 18th 

June at van.der.nest.denise.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 

I wish you all a safe and peaceful holiday and look forward to seeing you all refreshed in Term 3. 

Denise Van Der Nest 
Lower Primary School Leader 
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Please visit our website for latest newsletters, community notices and further information. 

www.southernautistic.vic.edu.au 

Upper Primary School News 
 
As you can see the students of Upper Primary continue to play with and enjoy the 
equipment in the yard. Whilst the weather has been mild at times, it is becoming slightly 
colder as we head further into winter. Please provide your children with warm clothing for 
outside play. 

 
 
Teachers are working hard to complete reports ready to send home at the end of term. They are also 
beginning to work on planning for next semester. Teachers across the school are contributing to a ‘Family’ 
unit of work. The focus questions for the unit of work will be:- 
 
1. What is a family? 

2. Who is my family? 

3. Where is my family from? 

4. What is the difference between families now and in the past? 

5. What are my family stories? 

6. What does my family celebrate? 

 
If you have any materials such as photos or heirlooms that your child could share with their classmates, 
please do send them in at the beginning of next term. 
 
Nat Proctor 
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Secondary School News  

Cindy Longley 
Secondary School Leader 

Volunteering 

Not all of our volunteering takes place in the community. This term, students from 506 

have been volunteering in the senior yard.  Students have learnt how to mow, sweep and 

rake as they have worked to keep our grounds tidy.  Students have also spent time 

watering the various garden beds in the yard.  Thanks to the efforts of Blake, Jasmine, Brooke, Calvin, 

Thomas, Ryan, Levi and Theo and the wonderful staff from 506, Kerri and Chen, our yard has never looked 

better. 

Gift Cards 
Next time you spend all of the money on your gift card, can you please send the card into the Secondary 

School? We are busy setting up some independent work tasks for some of our students. One of the tasks, 

which works on  fine motor skills, involves inserting cards into wallets and card 

holders.  This simple task which most of us find quite easy, can be challenging for 

some students which is why we need the practice. 
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Dear Parent/Caregiver, 

On Saturday 15
th
 December we are once again hosting the largest, FREE, Christmas 

Party for Special Children. This is our 23rd year Anniversary and it will run from 
9.30am until 1.00pm in the Grand Pavilion of Melbourne Showgrounds. 

A 3 and a half hour stage show featuring many artists will keep the children 
entertained. There will be activities such as merry go-rounds, jumping castles, face 
painting and much more. With all this fun to be had, they will need all the food, drinks, 
and ice creams, which we will provide for free. Of course no Christmas party is 
complete without Santa and after his arrival the toy room will be open each child will 
receive two beautiful presents. 
 
This is a completely free day, unique because it will be all inclusive just for children 
who have special needs  
 
 

If you are interested in your child attending this year’s Party, please send this form 
back to SAS who will register your interest and perhaps you might be lucky to receive 
an invitation! 
 
Remember, this is only a request for an invitation, not a guarantee that you will 
receive one. Each year, we  have over 6,000 requests for children to attend and it’s 
not possible to accommodate that many children with Special Needs. 
 
This form needs to be back to SAS before Monday 30th July. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
SPECIAL CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 
Yes, I would like to register my interest for my child to attend. 
 
Child’sName: ………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Class:…………………………………………………... 
 
Age:………………………….. (must be under 12 years)                Gender: M / F 

Under 12’s 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
SAS on Facebook 

 
Parents are invited to link into SAS’s 
Facebook page as a forum for parents 
to exchange information or simply 
connect with each other. Search 
‘Southern Autistic School’ for the link 
to become a friend. 

 

PARENT / CARER COFFEE MORNINGS 
 
Dear Parents/carers, 
 
Parent/carer coffee mornings will return next term here at Southern Autistic School!  I am  hoping these 
coffee mornings will give you an opportunity to meet and support one another, share information and just 
have a chance to sit and have a cuppa together.  I will attempt to organise some guest speakers at some of 
the coffee mornings as well, these details will follow next term. If you have any queries please do not 
hesitate to contact me, Jessica Tang at Southern Autistic School Social Worker on 9563 8139.  I look 
forward to meeting next term. 
 
Dates for Term 3: 
 
 Monday 23 July 2018 
 
 Monday 13 August 2018 
 
 Monday 3 September 2018 
 

 

“Wrap and Chat!” 
 

Please join our parents every 
Friday at 9.15am for a good 
dose of laughter and to help 
cover books in the staffroom. 


