
 

 

  What’s News 
Principal’s Report  

 
Summer at last and everyone at SAS is very busy now that we 
have reached the halfway mark of the term. With Headstart 
commencing in just over four weeks on 14th December, 
considerable work is in progress in planning the classes and the 

Headstart program.   Additional enrolments are adding to our numbers and 
making for a likely four extra classes next year.  Confirmation of the site of the 
four new classrooms is still pending—I have requested the Region reconsider 
the plan to place the additional rooms behind current relocatables. 
 
New Principal 
Exciting news at the appointment of colleague Bruce 
McPhate as the principal of SAS for 2018.  My congratulations 
to Bruce on his deserved success. Great to be handing over to 
a person who is held in high professional and personal regard 
in special education and the education region. Justin Walsh 
and I have met briefly with Bruce to plan the handover of key 
information and meetings with the SAS community. Bruce’s 
first decision was to endorse the appointment of a second 
assistant principal for the start of next year to support the school’s growth. 
 
Recruitment  
Congratulations to four of our current staff, Sue Moon, David St Cry King, 
Russell Cooper and Aanjali Perera, on their successful selection for positions at 
SAS next year. And welcome to our new receptionist, Kellie Congues. Kellie has 
readily settled into one of the most important roles in any school.  Michelle 
remains in the reception area while Jeanette has moved to the attached office 
in the finance officer role. 
 
So far, we have recruited two occupational therapists, a speech therapist, six 
teachers and six teacher assistants for next year. Most positions are due to our 
enrolment growth or staff commencing family leave. While there are still a few 
positions to be filled, we are very confident of having all staff in place for the 
start of the 2018 school year. 
 
Congratulations 
Foundation School teacher, Jo Cameron became Mrs Johnson following her 

wedding to Wade last Saturday. All at SAS very much wish Jo and Wade the 

very best for their future together. 

Jeff Innes 

Principal 
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12 Margaretta Street 
East Bentleigh 3165 
Tel: 03 9563 8139 

 
This office is located on the land of 
the Boonerwrung people of the Kulin  
nation. 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
NOVEMBER 
Thursday 23rd 
Finance Sub-committee 
 
DECEMBER 
Tuesday 5th 
School Council 
Wednesday 6th 
Reports Issued 
Foundation School Celebration 
Secondary School Production 
Lower Primary Celebration 
Thursday 7th 
Upper Primary Celebration 
Wednesday 13th 
Last day of 2017 classes 
Last day for year 12 students 
Thursday 14th—Thursday 21st 
Headstart 
Thursday 14th 
Finance Sub-committee 
Thursday 21st 
Last Day Term 4 
Friday 22nd 
Curriculum Day 
 
 
2018 
Wednesday 31st 
First day of school 
Monday 12th—Friday 16th  
SSG Week 

 
Please visit our website for 

latest newsletters, 
community notices and 

further information. 
 

www.southernautistic.vic.edu.au 

 
Take a break …. 
A very unique term at SAS with four staff currently 

recovering from a broken leg, ankle or arm.  Total of 9 

breaks by staff over the past five years! 



 

 

EEP and Foundation School News 
 

Planning for our end of year celebrations is well underway.  We would like to invite all of 
our EEP and Foundation families in to school on Wednesday 6th December from 12 noon 
to 2pm to celebrate with us.  Activities will include a jumping castle, mobile play centre, 
petting farm and many other fun activities.  It will be an enjoyable and fitting way to 
celebrate all of the wonderful achievements made by each of the students throughout 

the year. 
 
I would like to thank Kirsten Schmidt who stepped up and replaced me during my recent leave.  This is a 
busy time of the year in schools but the team was able to continue on extremely well in my absence.  Last 
week they hosted the whole school assembly which was a celebration and acknowledgment of the 
Melbourne Cup.  

STAR update 
This week we have had Kara McGee from STAR Autism Support visiting SAS again for two days.  This is the 
third in a series of training visits we have had throughout the year.  During this visit she focussed on 
further developing our three allocated model classrooms.  This is helping to ensure we are on track for our 
school wide implementation in 2018.  These model classrooms are used for observation and training of 
other teachers within our school. 

Our confirmed two day Professional Development Training program with Kara for the first two days 
before the students return to school in 2018 will include both the STAR (Primary Program) and LINKS 
program (Secondary Program).  This will enable us to have all staff across the school trained in either STAR 
or LINKS.  

We continually strive to provide the best educational opportunities for your children and the STAR/LINKS 
programs ensures we are doing just that.  Based on evidenced informed ASD practices and ongoing 
training and support for our staff we are continuing to set SAS up to be a centre of excellence. 

Natalie Walsh 
Foundation School Leader 

Melbourne Cup Performance by Foundation School 



 

 

Lower Primary School News 
 
Working hard and having fun! Here is a small snapshot of some of our Lower Primary 
School students on a typical day at school. We are also preparing for our annual Art Show 
Celebration. More details will be sent home in the coming weeks. 
 

Denise Van Der Nest 
Lower Primary School Leader 

2017 

Lower Primary School  

Art Show Celebration 

Wednesday 6th December 

1 pm 



 

 

Upper Primary School News 
 
Our students have been taking advantage of the warmer weather and taken their learning 
outside. Water play has the double advantage of keeping students cool, as well as an 
opportunity to focus on some fine motor activities. 
 
Students have been using the outdoor learning spaces to engage in reading tasks. In Upper 

Primary the students are particularly focussing on learning their sounds (phonemes) to support their 
ability to decode when reading. 
 
Nat Proctor 
Upper Primary School Leader 



 

 

Secondary School News  
 
As our Duke of Edinburgh Compass and Bridge awards come to a close for 2017, Room 
4.13 are taking full advantage of the beautiful weather out on Half Moon Bay as guests 
of the Black Rock Sailing Club.  Finding different recreation programs for our students 
can be challenging so we appreciate support from local organisations such as this. Club 
members donate their time, boats and equipment to provide this exciting weekly 

opportunity for us and the students greatly enjoy and benefit from this wonderful opportunity. 
 
Cindy Longley  
Secondary School Leader 



 

 

It was a sunny and wonderful day as Room 407 went to the park.  We decided to play 

some soccer next to a big viewing platform nearby.  We had a great time but it was 

time to check on the swan!  The swan recently had starting nesting a few eggs near the bridge we 

usually walk over.  It still didn’t hatch its eggs so we moved on to walking on the beach.  While we were 

walking around, Jason accidently kicked the soccer ball into the water.  As the ball started to float away, 

everyone was shocked and the teacher was very annoyed.  All of Room 407 decided to follow it around 

the park.  Maxx was whining about how it was boring and that he has already been put through enough 

when we were walking.  We finally got to where we thought it would stop and we also found a path that 

leaded us to a secret beach.  The secret beach was also dangerous but our TA Grant decided to be the 

hero (of course) and go down that path.  Then the most 

amazing thing happened.  The ball floated right in front of his 

view!  He used a long stick to reach it and pull it in.  He came 

back to us with a wet ball!  Grant was given a round of 

applause while he came back up the path.  Then we decided 

to take a photo of Room 407 and the soccer ball that floated 

from one side of the lake to the other side!  Then we went 

back to the bus and headed back to school.  The end. 

The Story of the Soccer Ball! 
by: SAS Room 407 

Written by: Maxx Edgar  



 

 



 

 


