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Principal’s Report  
 

School Review 
On Monday 17 June our School Improvement team met with our 
school reviewer Peter Fotheringham.  This begins a four day process 
during which Peter will spend time meeting members of the school 
community and assisting us in the development of our next 4 year 
strategic plan.  

 

Bunnings BBQ  
Our Bunnings BBQ on the 1st of June was a great success. A big thank you to all the 
parents and staff who made it such a profitable fundraiser.  The day would not have 
been so successful without the work of Laura Critchley in planning and running the 
whole day.  We sold 792 sausages and made a profit of $1683.  

 

School Reports and Individual Learning Plans 
Staff have been working very hard completing Semester Reports and ILPs.  The 
reports are in a new format which more clearly gives an account of of the Victorian 
Curriculum.  These will be sent home at the end of term. 
 

School redevelopment 
We are continuing with the planning stage and are confident that there will be only a 
temporary delay in our building program. 
 

Student Illness 
We are now well and truly into the Winter weather and colds and flus are more 
common.  Parent often ask for guidance around when children should be at school 
and when they should stay at home.  This simple diagram seems to help clarify the 
situation. 
 
Sick day or school 
day? 
Should they stay 
or should they 
go? Check this 
cold guide to 
help you make 
the sick day 
judgement call. 
 
 
 

 
Parent Support 
We have had some interest from parents in setting up a Parent page for the 
newsletter and we plan to have this information shared across both our Facebook 
page and  ‘What’s News.’  Anyone else interested in being involved please contact 
me.   
 

Bruce McPhate 
Principal  

www.southernautistic.vic.edu.au 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

JUNE 

Thursday 20th 

School Council Meeting 

Monday 24th 

Parent Information Session 

Friday 28th 

Last Day Term Two 

 

JULY 

Monday 15th 

First day Term Three 

Saturday 27th 

Trivia Night 

Monday 29th—Friday 2nd  

SSG Meetings 

 

AUGUST 

Thursday 15th 

School Council Meeting 

Friday 23rd 

Curriculum Day (Student free 
day) 

Thursday 29th 

Fathers Day Stall 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Thursday 19th 

School Council Meeting 

Friday 20th 

Last day Term Three 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW 
STAFF MEMBER 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Priya Kirubakaran 
Teacher—404 

 
 
 
 

 

Keep kids at home and consider seeing your GP 
 Fever of 38.5o or higher 

 Wheezing or shortness of breath 

 Disruptive cough 

 Constant runny nose with a yellow/green tint 

 Excessive fatigue 

 
 
 
 

 

Kids can resume most regular activities 
 Fever – free for 24 hours 
 Sporadic cough 

 Minimal green/yellow runny nose 

 

OK to send kids to school 
 Mild, infrequent cough 

 Clear runny nose 

 Active, playful and rested 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Assistant Principal News 
 

What an exceptionally busy term we have had with the staff at the moment completing ILP’s and 

reports.  The reports I have read demonstrate a great understanding of the children in the care 

and show a commitment in providing the best for our children.  

 

Visiting classrooms I have seen some great Weather Watch displays and activities and the school assembly last 

week was a great way to highlight what all classes have been doing with photos and displays.  Some of the lovely 

craft work can be found in the foyer.  During a visit to 402, I witnessed some gift bags being shared and some 

sharing of food as part of a Ramadan celebration for one of the students in the class.  Diversity and Inclusive 

Practices are principles and values that are strongly reflected in SAS, and something we are proud of.   

 

Child Safety 

Child Safety is and always will be a priority and a commitment of the school.  The new Child Safe Policy will be 

finalised hopefully this week and taken to School Council.  Staff will finish training this term on privacy and 

protocols if a disclosure is made.  

 

Some of the staff have also undergone training this week in Epilepsy and the administration of Midazolam, staying 

till 6.30 after school to complete training.  Anaphylaxis briefings and updates are all part of ensuring we keep all 

children safe.  

 

Attendance 

I recently attended a workshop on attendance and the impact on a child for not attending school.  The impact of 

children arriving late, on not only the student but the whole class was evident.  Whilst it is essential that a child 

attends on time and regularly, it is important that children stay at home when sick.  We thank you for your 

anticipated support in this matter.  

Julia Sadler 

Assistant Principal 
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EEP and Junior School News 
 

Students in the Early Education Program (EEP) have been having fun this Semester.  We have been 

learning through play to co-operate with others, share and take turns.  Listening and communication 

skills have been developed through adult and peer modeling and listening to stories and songs. 

Sensory play has been offered to improve fine motor skills and we worked on our gross motor skills 

during outside time in the garden.  Activities were planned carefully so that students were 

interested, engaged and challenged providing for individual needs and abilities.   

Kirsten Schmidt 
Junior School Leader 

FAREWELL 
 
We wish Madison McGaw (Education Support in 202) all the best in her new career path. 
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Lower School News 
 
This term in Lower School, we have introduced an assembly to share the successes of our students. 

We talked about our school values: I am Safe, I am a Learner and I Belong. Certificates were 

presented to some students for helping in the classroom. We also listened to songs and there was 

even some great dancing at the end!   

In 3.12, Thorn has written about what the class have been working on recently – great writing Thorn.  The boys 

certainly look like they’re enjoying their learning experiences.  

This year at SAS, each class has swimming for one semester.  This semester 3.01, 3.05, 3.07, 3.09 and 3.11 have all 

enjoyed weekly swimming sessions. These groups will finish their swimming lessons this term and next semester 

(terms 3 and 4) groups 3.04, 3.06, 3.08, 3.10 and 3.12 will all have swimming.  I hope that some parents and carers 

were able to come along for the recent Open Day run by our swimming staff to see our students in action in the 

pool.  

As the end of Semester One approaches, I would like to thank all our parents and carers for their on-going support 

and hope you all have a wonderful, safe holiday when it comes! 

Kerri Harkness 
Lower School Leader 
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Upper School News 
 
We had a very successful Semester One.  All students were engaged as they participated in all 
aspects of the Victorian Curriculum, including Science and Geography.  Some classes participated in 
Swimming, while others had an extra Physical Education session.  These classes will have swimming 
next semester.  All classes participated in Orange Day, presented by parents.  Classes also went on 
excursions to support their social engagement and learning. 

 

Denise Van Der Nest 
Upper School Leader 
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Senior School News  

I’d like to take this opportunity to wish all of our Senior families a happy holiday and we will look 
forward to seeing  you all back ready to go in Term Three.  Stay warm over the break! 
 
As Term Two draws to an end, so does our weather topic.  Rooms 5.03, 5.04 and 5.07 visited Science 

works this week to consolidate their learning on the topic. All of the students had a great time and enjoyed 
exploring the many interactive displays available. 

Cindy Longley  
Senior School Leader 

It is with mixed feeling that we farewelled Katelyn Leddy from room 5.07.  Although we will 
be sad to see her go, we are very happy that Katelyn has successfully gained a leadership 
position at Jacana school. We wish Katelyn all the best for her new role. 
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Music Program 

In 2019, students in the primary years at Southern Autistic School have the opportunity to take part 

in a new classroom music program. Each student attends music class for one-hour per week, two 

terms of the year. 

For most students, music sessions are held in the new music classroom, currently situated in the 

Senior School area. For other students, such as in Foundation, music class is delivered in their own classrooms.  

Students rotate between musical activities, using visual schedules to help navigate between learning experiences. 

Activities include playing various percussion instruments and melody instruments, such as ukulele, guitar and piano, 

singing, movement and technology. Throughout the music program there is a strong focus on live music, although 

pre-recorded music is frequently used. 

Students are encouraged to appreciate music and have fun, while exploring independence and trying new things. 

Cate Langley 
Music Teacher 

COMPASS NEWS —Entering absences 
 
When entering an absence on Compass only the reason for the absence is seen by the teachers 
(i.e. parent choice, illness, medical appointment, family holiday etc.)  Any comments put into the 
details/comments section are unfortunately not displayed to staff.  If there is additional detail that 
the school or teachers need to be aware of please email your teacher directly.   
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Physical Education  

“Don’t stop me now, I’m having such a good time”. 

A successful first Semester in Physical Education has seen students developing their skills through 

Bike Education and working on improving their balance, agility and spatial awareness through a 

challenging weekly fitness circuit. It has been extremely encouraging to see the young people 

transitioning so enthusiastically to PE and I am regularly questioned in the playground by the 

students as to what activities they will be participating in for their next session. 

Towards the end of term many of the classes have been playing team games such as Dodgeball and Tug of War. 

These activities have been a real hit and will be expanded upon next term when we undertake the Ball Skills Unit. 

Scott Newton 
Specialist PE Teacher 
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The Rotary Club of Preston proudly presents  
International Entertainment’s animal-free ‘Circus Quirkus’. 

 

 
 

 
Thanks to the generous support from the City of Greater Melbourne’s business communities, tickets are 

COMPLIMENTARY for children who have faced any difficulties or disadvantage in recent times, including but 
not limited to children with a disability, ASD, chronic illness, in foster-care or with low socio-economic status. 

 

*Tickets for all family members, carers, teachers, etc. are also complimentary. **Companion cards are accepted at 
this event. 

  

Circus Quirkus provides children of all abilities and backgrounds an opportunity to experience world-class 
entertainment in an inclusive, accessible & safe environment where they feel welcomed and free to be themselves 

without restriction or judgement. 

 

Circus Quirkus is a contemporary take on favourite, traditional circuses of ages past. It is an eclectic & entertaining 
mix of circus acts brought to you from all over the world. Internationally renowned clowns, jugglers, acrobats & 
more, deliver hilarious, hugely engaging & sometimes death-defying acts of unbelievable skill. Circus Quirkus is 

suitable for kids of all ages. We hope it provides a wonderful day of respite & fun. 
 

http://www.circusquirkus.com.au/ 
 
 
 

SATURDAY 17TH AUGUST 2019 @ 11.00AM & 2.00PM 
*Show duration approx. 90 minutes including an interval. 

 

MELBOURNE CONVENTION & EXHIBITION CENTRE 
Plenary Hall - 1 Convention Centre Place, South Wharf VIC 

———————————————————————————————————— 
How to Book Tickets… 

 
 
 

Terms & Conditions 
 

 

 One Ticket Per Person is Required for Admission. *Excluding babies on lap 
 Tickets are extremely limited and are distributed on a ‘first come-first served’ basis 
 

 

Final ticket orders are due by: Monday 24th June 2019 
Please return this form to the Southern Autistic School Office 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Parent Name: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Child’s Class: ____________________________________________________________ 
 

Date Time # Tickets Requested 

SATURDAY 17TH AUGUST 2019 11.00 AM   

SATURDAY 17TH AUGUST 2019 2.00 PM   

http://www.circusquirkus.com.au/


 

 


