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Kulin nation. 

 

Principal’s Report  
 

SSGs    
Again we have had a successful week of SSGs. Thank you to everyone 
for making the effort.  A close working relationship is so important in 
fully meeting the needs of our students.  ILPs will be going home 
shortly.  While Teachers have worked to complete these in a timely 

manner, we have experienced some complications with the information system we 
use to record and distribute these documents. We have been in regular 
communication with the company and look like we are resolving these issues.  
 

School surveys 
Thank you to all the parents who completed the Parent Survey. We are looking to 
make some very specific school improvements over our next strategic plan, and the 
results of the parent survey can help us understand if we are achieving the outcomes 
we set out to achieve.   
 

School holiday program  
A number of parents have raised the issue of holiday programs since MOIRA had to 
withdraw from providing services.  At present the school is investigating if we can 
find other suitable providers.  Though we know we will not have a program here at 
SAS for the forthcoming holiday, we are hoping to have some good news shortly.  
 

SWPBS 
We are continuing with our development of our SWPBS matrix and have a 
curriculum day on Friday 23rd August to further develop this. This will be a student 
free day. 
 

SAS Birthday Party 
Don’t forget our SAS Birthday Party on the 7th September at Super-Zu.  I am looking 
forward to the night and seeing lots of families.  We had a great turn-out last year in 
this fun and safe venue.  
 
Carers picking up students from school 
We understand that there will be times when someone other than the nominated 
parent/carer will pick up a student. If this is to happen please notify the school in 
advance as we cannot allow a child to leave the school with someone not on our list 
without prior notification by the family. 
 
School Banking 
Due to the added compliance processes in regards to school banking as a result of 
the Royal Commission, we will unfortunately no longer be able to offer this service. 
All families using the service will be contacted and rewards and accounts will be 
finalised.  Parents can still use bankbooks at their local bank.  Last school banking day 
will be 11th September 2019. 
 
Bruce McPhate 
Principal  

www.southernautistic.vic.edu.au 

 
BUS SERVICE 

 

Please contact Crown Coaches 
on 9845 1455 if your contact 
details have changed and if 
your child will not be on the 
bus for any reason. 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

AUGUST 

Friday 23rd 

Curriculum Day (Student free 
day) 

Thursday 29th 

Fathers Day Stall 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Saturday 7th 

SAS Birthday Party SuperZu 

Thursday 19th 

School Council Meeting 

Friday 20th 

Last day Term Three 

 

OCTOBER 

Monday 7th 

First day Term Four 

 

NOVEMBER 

Tuesday 5th 

Melbourne Cup Day Holiday 

 

DECEMBER 

Friday 20th 

Last day Term Four 



 

 

Assistant Principal News 
 

As you know, our school caters for students within the south-east sector of Melbourne, which 

covers an area from Albert Park, Mt Eliza to the south and Narre Warren to the east.  This area is 

referred to as the school’s Designated Transport Area (DTA).  Students must live within this area to 

access transport.  A map of the school’s DTA is available on our webpage.  Please check this map 

anytime you are considering moving house to ensure you remain within it.  

Nine school buses are provided to the school through a contract with Crown Coaches.  The school works closely 

with Crown to ensure students are provided with a safe and happy service.  As you would understand, there are 

circumstances in which some of our students can find bus travel difficult.  All bus behaviours of concern are 

reported by Crown to the school.   

To support students a team at the school meets weekly to discuss these reports. The team then communicates with 

parents, class staff and Crown to consider measures that could be put in place to support student travellers.  

Sometimes the answer is as simple as ensuring the student is not bored during the trip. On other occasions a token 

reward system might be introduced or specialised buckle guards or seat belts required. Provision of a support 

measure is always done with consideration of least to most intrusive. Students must be assessed to be safe to travel 

and, on occasions, the school and Crown are not able to find a method of immediately reducing risk, so travel rights 

will be withdrawn.  

Crown staff consider seating positions of students and always attempt to ensure seating arrangements that support 

students to travel safely and reduce distractions for the driver.  

School leaders and our OT team recently conducted a professional development for Crown bus staff, with a focus on 

the school’s provision of Positive Behaviour Support. We appreciate the work all of our drivers and chaperones do to 

ensure our students arrive at school each day ready to learn. With split shifts, the hours are long and students and 

staff experience the challenge of being confined to a small space with breakout opportunities.  

Justin Walsh 

Assistant Principal 

 

STUDENT FREE DAY 

 
 

A reminder that 
there is no school 
this Friday, 23rd 

August. 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW STAFF MEMBERS 
 
 
 
 

Karen Byrnes 
TA—204 

Sonali Abeyatunge 
TA—207 

Baljeet Saran 
Teacher—504 

Taylor Gregory 
TA—505 



 

 

EEP and Junior School News 
 

This term our learning foci for the Number and Algebra strand of the Victorian Mathematics 

Curriculum is Patterns and Algebra, and Money and Financial Mathematics.  Skills are developed 

through each level of the curriculum.  For the Patterns and Algebra learning area, these include 

comparing objects using language such as same and different, recognising simple repeated patterns, 

continuing repeated patterns and investigating number patterns.  Another skill worked on through 

the learning focus is following a simple cause and effect process, identifying repeated routines and sequences in 

everyday events, following a short sequence of instructions or steps and recognising the importance of repetition in 

the process of solving problems. 

Students have been involved in many patterns activities through the term including completing puzzles, matching 

colours, sequencing simple patterns, sorting objects, body percussion, recognising routines and following 

instructions. 

We had an excellent turn out for our last Junior and Lower School Parents’ Afternoon Tea.  Thank you to all who 

attended.  We will look forward to seeing parents and carers at our next meeting in Week 9, on Wednesday 11th of 

September from 1.30pm in the Conference Room. 

The Junior School Grandparents Day for our school-age children is scheduled for Wednesday the 4th of September. 

We have planned an animal petting farm incursion along with other fun activities for the children to participate in 

with their grandparents or special person.  We very much look forward to seeing our students connecting with 

family or special friends on this occasion.   Please RSVP to your child’s teacher. 

Kirsten Schmidt 
Junior School Leader 
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Lower School News 
 
Lower School staff and students are excited to welcome our grandparents 

to SAS on Wednesday 28th August to celebrate Grandparents Day as part 

of our history focus Now and Then.  If you haven’t already done so, please 

return the form to let us know if you are able to attend.  

A group of our students have been having a wonderful time in the yard recently, 

participating in games of footy and learning the AFL rules. Erica and Katie in 3.11 have 

made a visual of the rules and have been ‘umpiring’ the games. So many students have 

been taking part that staff have to sub in some of the students in order for everyone to 

participate – a great turn taking opportunity.  

As you can see from the photos, everyone is having a fantastic time and there are great 

celebrations when a goal is scored! There are even students to keep the score and one student who has been 

providing a commentary of the games!  

We are hoping to involve members of the St Kilda Football Club in some coaching sessions later this term! 

 

Kerri Harkness 
Lower School Leader 

Photos removed for privacy reasons 
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Upper School News 
 
Our focus area this term is History, specifically Then and Now.  Room 406 and 407 went on 
excursion to the Melbourne Museum, where they explored different things from the past, 
including toys, transport, communications for example radio and a whole lot more. 

 

PLEASE NOTE 
We advertised Grandparents Day for Wednesday the 28th of August.  We are organising an old 
style carnival with games that can be enjoyed by young and old, but unfortunately some of the 
equipment is not available on that date.  Hence we have decided to change the date to 
Wednesday the 11th of September.  I apologise for any inconvenience and I hope you can still 
attend this event.  New invitations will go out today. 

Denise Van Der Nest 
Upper School Leader 

Photos removed for privacy reasons 



 

 

Senior School News  

Grandparents Day 
It was lovely to hear of the many grandparents and family members who visited our senior school last 
Friday. The students really enjoyed working with them in the classroom, playing social games, cooking 
and generally showing off their skills. 

It is with sadness that we are farewelling two of our Senior School staff this edition. 
 
Elaine Curran is moving onto another position closer to home and Sean Sumner is 
exploring other opportunities. We would like to wish both staff Good luck and best 
wishes in their new positions. 
 

Cindy Longley 
Senior School Leader 

Photos removed for privacy reasons 



 

 

REPORT TO SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 
Thursday 15th August 2019 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

 
This report provides an overview of points of interest for the school community. 
 
School Review and the New Strategic Plan 

We have successfully completed our School review and are finalising our new strategic plan.  Our Senior 

Education Improvement Leader, Stuart Andrews, presented at staff meeting (6/8/19) and acknowledged 

the staff’s hard work and the excellent job they do teaching our students.  Bruce shared the presentation 

at School Council meeting. 

 

School Council also discussed the half-year review of the current Annual Implementation Plan. 

 

Facility Improvements 

We are continuing with our regular meetings with the VSBA and Hede Architects and have just signed off 

on the Design and Development stage.  Next stage is a PREP meeting held at Aurecon (auditors) to 

review and approve Hede Architect’s Design and Development report. 

 

Child Safety and Wellbeing 
“What to do if a Child discloses to an adult” to be presented at next staff meeting on 20/8/19. 
 
SSGs 
The booking system through Compass for meetings and child minding seemed to streamline the process 
for a successful week of SSGs. 
 
Fundraising 
School Council acknowledged Trevor Price’s management of the SAS Trivia Night.  Susie Amiatu is also 
participating in a fun run at Yarra Boulevard on 15/9/19 and has already fundraised $4000! 
 
Collaboration with Southland/Westfield 
Since winning the Westfield Local Hero with Cindy Longley last year, we have continued to work closely 
with Southland and discuss ways the Centre can become more Autism friendly.   
 
Victorian Autism Education Strategy for the Department of Education and Training (DET) 
Bruce was fortune enough to attend this focus group.  The group included parents, students (not from our 
school) and DET staff.  It was a great opportunity to discuss ways and opportunities for DET to continue to 
improve education for our students. 
 
Transition to new school uniform provider 
After a review of school uniform providers, School Council has approved the transition from PSW to State 
Schools Relief (SSR).  SSR look after disadvantaged children with the supply of clothing, shoes and 
textbooks.  By purchasing school uniforms through SSR, families in need will also receive free uniforms. 
 
Parents will be able to order directly via the QKR online app and can also visit Dandenong South to try 
uniforms and purchase.  Not only do we expect a better service, the cost of individual items are also less 
than PSW.  The service will be communicated to parents when available.   
 
 
Please email southern.autistic.sch@edumail.vic.gov.au if you have any feedback on this report or call 
Bruce on 9563 8139 if you would like a copy of the School Council minutes. 
 
Next School Council meeting: Thursday 19th September @ 7.00pm 

mailto:southern.autistic.sch@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

 

A reminder to return the RSVP form by 3rd September. 


