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IMPORTANT DATES 
 
 

AUGUST 

Thursday 30th 

Fathers Day Stall 
 

SEPTEMBER 

Saturday 1st 

SAS Birthday Party 

Monday 3rd 

Parent / carer coffee morning 

Thursday 20th 

School Council Meeting 

Friday 21st 

Last day Term 3 

 

OCTOBER 

Monday 8th 

First day Term 4 

Monday 22nd—Friday 26th 

SSG Meetings 

Thursday 25th 

School Council Meeting 

 

NOVEMBER 

Tuesday 6th 

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

 

Principal’s Report  
 

SAS Birthday 

Birthdays are always fun and I am very much looking 
forward to my first SAS Birthday Party on Saturday the 
1st September from 6:00 to 9:00pm. This year it will be 
held at Super Zu in Dingley.  We have been to the 
venue and feel it will be a great place to hold the 

party.  Hope to see a number of families on the night. 

Masterplan 

Our Masterplan process is continuing.  We have had a meeting with 
the Department to discuss the next stage of appointing an Architect to 
the project. 

Compass 

Thank you to all parents who have recently registered onto Compass.  
As soon as we have our parents logged on we will be able to 
implement the other components of the Parental portal such as online 
excursion forms etc. 

Parent Opinion Surveys 

A number of parents were randomly selected to complete our 2018 
parent opinion survey.  Thank you to the parents who have already 
completed their surveys as the information is always valuable in our 
planning to further improve SAS.  If you have not completed the survey 
and you have time we would appreciate as many as possible being 
completed to give us comprehensive results. The survey closes on the 
26th of August. 

Grants committee 

We have had fantastic success with Cindy Longley, our Senior School 
Leader, being successful in winning $10,000 for the school in the 
Southland Westfield Local Hero competition.  Cindy and I attended 
Southland last week to receive the award.  You can read more about 
her win here: https://www.westfield.com.au/southland/story/
OxTGc9dgAuEkYEsAYoui/cindy-longley. 
 
An earlier successful grant was made for the provision of  two garden 
beds from Bunnings so we are collecting tokens from the Herald Sun 
My little seed Garden competition. See details. https://
www.mylittleseedgarden.com.au/  tokens can be dropped into the 
office. 

Parent Fees 

Thank you to parents that have paid school fees.  For parents with 
outstanding fees, payment would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Bruce McPhate 
Principal  

 
Reminder 

Fathers Day Stall 
 

Thursday 30th August 

https://www.westfield.com.au/southland/story/OxTGc9dgAuEkYEsAYoui/cindy-longley
https://www.westfield.com.au/southland/story/OxTGc9dgAuEkYEsAYoui/cindy-longley
https://www.mylittleseedgarden.com.au/
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Assistant Principal News 
 
Southern Autistic School has been chosen to participate in a Functional Needs 

Assessment pilot program through the Department of Education and Training.  This 

Pilot is testing a new method of supporting students with disabilities and additional 

needs. This approach looks at the strengths and achievements of students.  It does ask 

about a student's disability but it does not focus on this.  The Functional Needs Assessment is a more 

positive way of thinking about a student's needs at school.  

Functional needs refers to the supports a person requires to enable them to take part in activities on the 

same basis as their peers. In this pilot functional needs refers to participation in activities at school. 

A Department facilitator will support and help guide the conversations during these pilot SSG meetings. 

Eleven students from across the school have been asked to participate in this pilot.  

The Functional Needs Assessment has been designed for Victoria. It uses information from the 

International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) developed by the World Health 

Organisation (WHO).  The ICF is currently used to help understand people's need in the NDIS. 

 

Justin Walsh 
Assistant Principal 

 
 
Southern Autistic School would like to thank 
the  2018 CIRCUS QUIRKUS Ticket Sponsors for 
an amazing event which was enjoyed by many of our 
families and their children.   
 
Circus Quirkus would not be possible without 
the sponsorship and support from the local business 
communities of the Greater City of Melbourne 
 
 

Adept Construction Pty Ltd  
Film Trix Pty Ltd  

Alligator Glass Pty Ltd  
Kpa Concrete Construction Group  

Motorvation Graphics  
Giant Inflatables  
A Phase Electrical  

Home Touch Systems Pty Ltd 
  

T Tech Australia Pty Ltd Moorabbin  
Powercell  

Personal Sponsorship - Neil Turner  
Seasol International  

Coles Neon Shop  
Blindware Pty Ltd  

Koala Furniture International Ltd   



 

 

EEP and Foundation School News 
 

On Monday afternoon we had our first afternoon social gathering for Foundation school 

parents for the year. It was great to see parents getting together and having a chat during 

this informal social occasion.  We were very lucky to have delicious cakes donated by 

parent Jenny Penfold.  We plan to hold another afternoon get together before the end of 

term and will send out details to parents in the next couple of weeks. 

Students in our Early Education Program spend time in each session playing outdoors in the Foundation 

school playgrounds.  Play in the outdoor environment provides occasion for exploration, movement and 

development of gross motor skills, through activities such as bike riding, ball play and climbing.  Children 

are also supported to develop social skills and to engage in positive social interactions during outside play, 

including pushing trolleys and riding with peers on the bike track, playing together in the sandpit and 

taking turns on the swings.  Recently EEP students have enjoyed interacting with peers in sensory social 

routines, such as Ring-around-the-Rosie and the social game Duck, Duck, Goose.  Students have also 

shown their pretend play skills with shopkeeping and drive through shopping at the playground shop. 

Kirsten Schmidt 
Foundation School Leader 

PHOTOS REMOVED FOR PRIVACY REASONS 



 

 

 
SAS on Facebook 

 
Parents are invited to link into our parents Facebook page as a forum to exchange information or simply 
connect with each other. Search ‘Southern Autistic School’ for the link to become a friend. 

Lower Primary School News 
 
School Wide Positive Behaviour Support 

Here at SAS we recently reviewed the work we are doing around behaviour support to 

find ways to improve behaviour management at our school.  As a result we established a 

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support Working Party that consists of teachers, assistants, SPOT and 

wellbeing team members.   

As a team, we want to implement an evidence based program that will suit all the needs of our students 

and that can be taught explicitly. 

Challenging behaviour is persistent behaviour that causes difficulties and limits a person’s ability to have 

a good life. It’s called ‘challenging’ because it challenges everyone who supports the person to 

understand why it is happening and to work together to find a solution.   

Positive Behaviour Support (PBS) is based in the science of learning and there is strong evidence for PBS 

as an effective approach for challenging behaviour. PBS is both positive and proactive. Positive means 

increasing and strengthening helpful behaviours through ‘reinforcement’ (not using punishment or 

negative consequences to reduce the challenge). Proactive means anticipating where things may go 

wrong and preventing that from happening rather than reacting. 

Even though we already use these strategies at school, we would like to formalise it and put it in the 

correct framework to aid consistency across the school. 

For further information on PBS, please follow the link below. 

https://www.autismspectrum.org.au/pbs 

 
Denise Van Der Nest 
Lower Primary School Leader 

https://www.autismspectrum.org.au/pbs


 

 

Upper Primary School News 
 
Some of our classes in Upper Primary School frequently go to the local libraries. I love 
approving these excursions because – as an English teacher – my passion is teaching kids 
to read. It is arguably one of the most functional skills that we can provide our students, it 
will support them to read bus timetables, food labels, safety signs on the road or at work, 

rental agreements etc. 
 
The difference between a language rich child and a language poor child (related to reading, not 
communication) is 30 million words. The language rich are read to and read daily both at home and at 
school. 
 
Ways to support reading at home 
 Magnetic letters on the fridge—leave little messages for the family. 
 Read road signs to your child and explain what they mean. 
 Play eye spy games—’I spy something beginning with S’.  If you have a pre reader ‘I spay something 

that is blue’. 
 Adopt the mantra Bath, Bed, Book and form solid family routines.  Reading to kids at bedtime is a 

beautiful way to connect. 
 
There are many more ways to support reading at home.  Please do not hesitate to ask your teacher for 
support with ideas to get your child reading at home. 
 
Nat Proctor 
Upper Primary School Leader 

PHOTOS REMOVED FOR PRIVACY REASONS 



 

 

Secondary School News  

Duke of Edinburgh—Volunteering 

This week we joined students from 5.02 on their volunteering adventures.  Students assist 

the elderly in our community as part of the assisted meals program (Meals on Wheels) 

through the city of Kingston.  Our regular route means that the students are visiting the 

same homes each week and have started to build relationships with the clients that they visit. 

5.02 students are also a major force in our school recycling and make frequent trips to the VISY cardboard     

recycling centre. 

Basketball Uniforms 

After a long wait and many games squeezing into very small uniforms, the much anticipated basketball 

shirts have arrived!  The students couldn't wait to try them on for size! 

Cindy Longley 
Secondary School Leader 

PHOTOS REMOVED FOR PRIVACY REASONS 
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REPORT TO SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 
Thursday, 16th August 2018 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

This report provides an overview of points of interest for the school community. 

Facility Improvements 

As part of the Victorian Schools Building Authority process to develop a master plan for the 

redevelopment of Southern Autistic School, we are now in Phase 2 of the process.  Bruce, Victorian 

Schools Building Authority and Region representatives will meet in the week commencing 20/8.  Phase 2 

will involve reviewing enrolment predictions, m2 building allocation and appointing an architect. 

SAS has also been successful in obtaining $62,000 for shade sails as part of the School Pride and Sports 

Fund (as requested by Nick Staikos MP in Victorian State Parliament).  Implementation timelines will be 

considered as part of the masterplan. 

Welcome to new Community Member  

School Council welcomed Michael Hallas (Practice and Business Development Manager, Connect Health & 
Community) as Community Member.  The role has been vacant this year and we are pleased Michael can 
bring his wealth of expertise to School Council. 

Grants Sub-committee 

The Grants sub-committee has been successful in the Westfield Local Hero application, profiling Cindy 
Longley.  SAS will receive $10,000!   

Fundraising 

School Council formally recognised Brad and Hayley Steer’s fifth annual Shoot for Autism fundraising 

efforts.  Amazingly the campaign raised another $5,000 this year and many parents also donated goods.  

We also acknowledged the Everyday Hero fundraising campaign of parent Elloy Amiatu – his current 

campaign is targeting a $10,000 fundraising goal! 

Student Survey Data 

The Department has now released results of the 2018 preliminary student survey.  Thirty SAS students 

participated (27 males, 3 females).   Pleasingly there is variability across the survey, suggesting validity in 

this initial survey.  Bruce expects to be able to benchmark SAS’s performance against other special schools 

and obtain more data in the future. 

Principal 2019 Enrolment Projection 

On 3rd August, SAS completed a census on projected 2019 school-aged enrolments.  We estimated 245 

school-aged enrolments.  At the time of the 3/8 census, SAS had 217 full time equivalent (FTE) school-

aged enrolled students.  This represents an estimated growth of 28 school-aged children from 3/8/18 

enrolment.  Bruce will liaise with Region to ensure SAS has facilities to support this expected growth. 

Functional Needs Assessment Pilot Program 

Justin is participating in Functional Needs Assessment pilot.  This may eventually replace the current PSD 

assessment model.  SAS will receive funding to cover the participation cost.   

Please email southern.autistic.sch@edumail.vic.gov.au if you have any feedback on this report or call 

Bruce on 9563 8139 if you would like a copy of the School Council minutes. 

Next School Council meeting: Thursday 20th September @ 7.00pm 

mailto:southern.autistic.sch@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

 

 

REMINDER 
 

SAS BIRTHDAY PARTY 
SUPERZU, DINGLEY 

 
 

SATURDAY, 1ST SEPTEMBER 2018 
6pm onwards 

Rsvp   
24th August 

 

 
COMPASS PARENT PORTAL NEWS 

 
Through the Compass Parent Portal you are now 
able to email your child’s teachers directly.   This 
can be done through the browser version of the 
Portal, under your child’s profile. 

 

 Log in Progress 


