
 

 

   What’s News 
Principal’s Report  

 

Fundraising 
As mentioned last week we 
were fortunate to be 
successful in obtaining a 
Community Grant from 

Commonwealth Bank for $10,000. The cheque 
was presented last Monday. 
  
We also had the very successful 5th Annual “Shoot for Autism” charity 
event proudly take place at the Grantville Rifle Club.  This event is now 
one of the premier prize meetings in Victoria.   I went down on Sunday to 
see firsthand how successful this event was. The generosity of all the 
people involved was clear to see and the massive amount of work 
undertaken by the Shoot for Autism committee was very impressive.  It 
was led by two of our parents Brad and Hayley Steer.  A reminder we have 
our Bunnings BBQ on the 2nd of June and we still have a few places left on 
our schedule. 

 

Parent Portal on Compass 
We will be starting our role out of the Compass Parent Portal on the  4th of 
June. It will be a limited roll out initially to make sure we have ironed out 
all the bugs. We hope to have more components operating in the near 
future. 

 

Research about student attendance 
With this newsletter there is an invitation to be involved with a research 
project around attendance issues for students with disabilities. 
Attendance is an important issue for this government and I feel it is 
important that there is good research about the issues for our students 
(not just the general population).  If any one is able to be part of this 
project that would be very helpful. 
 
Paige Davey the Acting Assistant Principal from Western Autistic School 
will be working at SAS as part of the Departments Principal Internship 
program. She will be here for four weeks and we welcome her.  I am 
confident it will be a learning process for all parties. 
 
Bruce McPhate 
Principal  
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IMPORTANT DATES 
 

MAY 
Monday 28th 
NDIS Workshop 1  
10:00am-12:30pm 
Thursday 31st 
So Safe Session 6:30-9:30pm 
 

JUNE 
Saturday 2nd 
Bunnings BBQ 
Monday 4th 
NDIS Workshop 2 
10:00am-12:30pm 
Monday 11th 
Queens Birthday Holiday 
Monday 19th 
NDIS Workshop 3  
10:00am-12:30pm 
Thursday 28th (note revised 
date)  
School Council Meeting 
Friday 29th  
Last Day Term 2 
 

JULY 
Monday 16th 
First day Term 3 
Monday 30th—3rd August 
SSG Meetings 
 

AUGUST 
Monday 6th 
Curriculum Day (student free 
day) 
Thursday 16th  
School Council Meeting 
 

SEPTEMBER 
Thursday 20th 
School Council Meeting 
Friday 21st 
Last day Term 3 

NEW SCHOOL ATTENDANCE GUIDELINES 
 

In line with Department guidelines an SMS will be sent on the same day as a student is absent without explanation.  This 
process will commence on Monday 4th June. 
 

Please see the Fact Sheet for Parents / Carers on the last page for further information on this new policy. 
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Assistant Principal News 
 
Mother’s Day 
It was fabulous to see so many mums assisting at the Mother’s Day stall however the 
highlight for me was the delight on many of the children’s faces when they were making 
their purchase or showing what they had bought when I went to the classrooms.  A huge 
thanks to the parents for making this opportunity available to our children.  

 
Conference 
I was fortunate enough to attend the Principals conference last week with the focus on Inclusion. 
Inclusion being not about the physical environment but the program and approach! Some great key 
speakers from all over the world but one who was very inspiring was Dr James Best who travelled with his 
son Ben to Africa, pushing the boundaries.  You may have seen this on Australian Story, if not well worth 
a look! 
 
Hanen training & STAR/Links 
About twenty new staff are doing the Hanen “More Than Words” training (adapted) each Monday 
afternoon for the next six weeks.  It is a specific program to help build interaction and language skills for 
students with ASD.   The vast majority of staff are already trained in this program.  Thanks to Annaleise 
and Felicity (our speech pathologists) who are facilitating this learning.  In addition we have had specific 
STAR and Links support, whereby our Learning Specialists are being upskilled to support teachers in the 
program, ensuring we have the skills and funds to make this program sustainable. These programs 
compliment and support the Victorian Curriculum.  
 
Attendance 
There are new guidelines around attendance that will begin on Monday 4th June.  Please continue to let 
the school know when your child is away from school stating the reason and the date.  
 
Additionally, whilst it can sometimes be challenging to get students to school before 9am, and there are 

times we are late for numerous reasons, it is important that this is not the norm.  This is often when the 

children are settled and instruction begins, messages for the day, preparation for outings etc.  Often it can 

be quite challenging for the child to enter the class, when their peers are all organised or already 

attending an activity.  I thank you for your anticipated support in this matter.  Please speak to the class 

teacher or one of the leaders if you are having difficulty here.  

 
Julia Sadler 
Assistant Principal 

INTRODUCING THE COMPASS PARENT PORTAL 
 

Southern Autistic School is pleased to advise that we will be rolling out the 
Compass Parent Portal as a major means of communication between SAS and 
our parent community. 
 

The Compass Parent Portal will be live from Monday 4th June.  An information 
pack will be sent out to parents prior to this date. 
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Please visit our website for latest newsletters, community 
notices and further information. 
www.southernautistic.vic.edu.au 

EEP and Foundation School News 
 

Foundation and EEP students continue to make excellent use of our wonderful 

playground area to be physically active during outside playtimes.  Students choose a 

range of activities to participate in such as swings, play in the sandpit, riding tricycles and 

pushing trolleys around the bike track, climbing play equipment and exploration of the 

natural environment.  Students are supported to interact with peers from their own and other classes in 

the playground including turn taking on the swings, playing social games such as hide and seek, digging 

and building sandcastles in the sandpit and racing around the bike track together.  Students also have the 

opportunity to engage in imaginative play with dress ups and construction toys. 

On the recent Curriculum day, teachers focussed on further developing knowledge about the Victorian 

Curriculum.  Physical Education is a part of the curriculum and a requirement for all students, which is 

supported in the Foundation school through our PMP and swimming programs as well as students’ 

facilitated involvement in playground activities. 

Kirsten Schmidt 
Foundation School Leader 

Welcome back to SAS 
 
Millicent Nankivell has  
returned to SAS as a TA. 
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Lower Primary School News 
 
The winter months are fast approaching and students are rugged up accordingly.  As the 
classrooms are warm and students will take off their jumpers, we ask that you that make 
sure your child’s clothes are clearly marked to minimise the chance of misplacing them. 
 

Similarly after it rains the yard can have puddles which the students like to jump in.   Whilst the staff on 
duty try their best to keep students dry they do sometimes get wet.  We would appreciate it if you could 
supply a set of dry clothes to stay in your child’s bag in the event they get wet.  You could also send in 
“Wellies” if you like, that will help keep their socks dry.  The “Wellies” or gumboots could stay at school 
and we could put them on during play time.  Please ensure these are marked accordingly. 
 
On wet weather days, students do not go outside, which can be very frustrating for some of the students 
as they do like to run and play outside.  During this time, we do use the gym, the courtyards and other 
bigger spaces to provide students with a change of scenery and a space to get rid of some energy. 
 
This time of year, also holds health risks and we do see a number of staff and students getting sick.  We 

ask that if you can see your child is sick, to keep them home for a day or two as this will assist with 

stopping the spread of any illnesses, especially colds, flus and stomach bugs.  The majority of staff 

received the flu vaccine here at school and we implement strict hygiene procedures to help combat the 

spread of germs.  If you need any support to help your child following any hygiene routines like “washing 

hands”, please discuss this with your classroom teacher, so we can either provide you with the 

appropriate visuals and/or social stories or making a video using video self-modelling strategies. 

Denise Van Der Nest 
Lower Primary School Leader 

Lower Primary School enjoying swimming classes 
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Upper Primary School News 
 
The students in room 407 have been enjoying weekly excursions to our local Coles 
supermarket and practising their social skills by greeting staff that they encounter. They 
are using their communication devices and systems to request for items that they would 
like. They are also practising the skill of money exchange for goods received. The boys are 

thoroughly enjoying their direct experiences and building upon their personal & social capabilities, 
enjoying lunches together in the food court at DFO Moorabbin as part of the experience. 
 
Friendly reminder, cold and flu season is upon us. If your child is sick please keep them at home to ensure 
recovery. Make sure your children have warm clothing for recess, the yards are very exposed and if there 
is a breeze it can get very chilly outside. 
 
Nat Proctor 
Upper Primary School Leader 

Parent Information Session 
CHANGE OF DATE:  Thursday 31st May 6.30—9.30 pm 

 
For more information or to RSVP, email Cindy Longley Longley.cindy.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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                    Secondary School News  

 
Cindy Longley 
Secondary School Leader 

Meals on Wheels 
Volunteering in the local community is another important aspect of our Compass and Bridge 
Awards . Students from rooms 5.01 and 5.02 are fulfilling part of this requirement by delivering 
meals  to residents in the local community who require additional support.  During this volunteer 
work, students work on their social skills in relation to their Victorian Curriculum - Personal and 
Social capabilities goals as well as their communication goals within the English curriculum. 

Basketball 
Every Friday, two bus loads of students eagerly head off to Cranbourne to play basketball 
against  students from other schools in our region. A much anticipated activity, basketball  
fulfils the Recreation component of the Duke of Edinburgh Bridge Award for the students 
from rooms 5.03 and 5.04.  Our basketball uniforms have seen better days though and for 

some students, are a little snug too.  If you are part of a local business who may be interested in sponsor-
ing our teams for new uniforms, please contact me here at school. I know the students are keen to hear 
from you. 

SoSAFE 
It  was wonderful to join with the families who attended the 
SoSAFE presentation at school last week. The next           
presentation, for those who were unable to attend this one, 
will be held on Thursday 31st May at 6.30 pm. 
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REPORT TO SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 

Thursday, 17th May 2018

 

This report provides an overview of points of interest for the school community. 
 
Facility Improvements 

We have received great news that as part of the next Budget the Government will soon appoint 

an architect to develop a master plan for the redevelopment of Southern Autistic School. The 

whole SAS community has worked hard on this process and it is very pleasing to see solid 

outcomes.  

 

Bruce also met with Simon Hamilton, the Peninsula/Bayside Area Director, and Darren Clark, 

Manager Provision SEV, to discuss student number issues for 2019 and beyond.  

 
Parking outside of school grounds 
Parking restrictions are now in place.  2-hour (8am-5pm School Days) parking restrictions on both 
sides of Boynton Street between Wards Grove and Chesterville Road and the previously 
unrestricted parking on the western side of Leo Street between Boynton and the school is now  
2-hour (8am to 5pm School Days) parking.   
 
Grants & Fundraising  
We have been very fortunate to be successful in obtaining a Community Grant from 
Commonwealth Bank for $10,000. We extend our heartfelt thanks to the team from Bentleigh 
Commonwealth Bank for coordinating this grant application. 
 
The fundraising sub-committee met on 7th May.  Blue Day (28/3) was a successful day for the 
students.  Shoot for Autism on 19-20/5/18; Bunnings Sausage sizzle on 2/6/18.  Next meeting 
scheduled 6/6/18 at 9.30am. 
 
Grants Sub-committee 
Westfield Hero – Cindy Longley nominated, ALDI – grant for capital for gardening to implement in 
secondary, Bunnings, Telstra amongst the grants applied for. 
 
Web portal for parents 
Parents will have single functionality access from 4th June (see details in newsletter). 
 
Student members on school Council 
At this stage we will not have student members on school council.  However we are planning to 
incorporate greater Student Voice activities into other aspects of the school program in 
preparation for possible student membership on School Council next year. 
 
Curriculum Day  
We had a very productive curriculum day on Monday the 7th May in which we investigated further 
implementation of the Victorian curriculum. We also participated in continued skill development 
around the Star and Links program. Some staff were trained by an external consultant in ways of 
supporting students with behaviours of concern. 
 
Leadership training 
With the significant changes of the leadership team it was decided to access consultant support 
to work with the team. We have secured the services of Peter Cronin an academic and ex Special 
School Principal to work with us on improving our capacities and school processes and protocols. 
 
 
Please email southern.autistic.sch@edumail.vic.gov.au if you have any feedback on this report. 
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SAME-DAY NOTIFICATION OF UNEXPLAINED 
STUDENT ABSENCES 

FACT SHEET FOR PARENTS/CARERS 

If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify their school as soon as possible on the day of absence using one of 
the following methods: 

1. Online: log the absence directly using your school’s IT platform.  

2. Telephone: the school office and let the staff know your child’s name, class, date of absences and reason.  

Email: the school and provide the staff with your child’s name, class, date of absences and reason.

Notifying the school of your child’s absence either prior to, or on the day that they will be away, helps ensure the safety and 
wellbeing of children and will fulfil your legal responsibility. 

 

Why do I need to notify the school if my child is absent? 

Schools need to know when and why a child is absent and you need to know if your child isn’t at school.  

From the end of Term 2 2018, all Victorian government schools are required to contact parents/carers as soon as practicable 
on the same day of an unexplained student absence. If your child is absent on a particular day and you have not contacted the 
school to explain why, the absence will be marked as unexplained. 

This system also promotes daily school attendance. Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child ’s 
education, they learn new things every day – missing school puts them behind. 

 

What is your responsibility? 

let the school know in advance of any upcoming absences or let them know in the morning if your child 
won’t be at school. In order for schools to implement the same day notification requirement, it’s essential that you provide 
the school with your most up-to-date contact details. 

Generally one notification will be sent per family. Should there be circumstances that require both parents and carers to be 
notified, please contact the school to make the necessary arrangements.  

 

What is the school’s responsibility? 

The school must notify you of an unexplained absence in relation to your child as soon as practicable on the same day.  

Schools will let you know either by your school’s online communications app, SMS, phone call or email. 

Ask your school for a copy of the Attendance Policy which outlines the school’s processes and procedures for monitoring, 
recording and following-up of student absences. 

  


