
 

 

  What’s News 
Principal’s Report  

 
STAR 
Outstanding commitment across the three primary school areas 
has underpinned our rapid implementation of the STAR 
program.  Classes are making major adjustments to be STAR 

ready by restructuring classrooms to create defined activity spaces. Teachers 
have removed their desks and cupboards to maximise space. It is impressive to 
see how students have taken to the specific spaces or stations using their 
schedules. 
 
School Leader Natalie Walsh has consulted widely to refine the training 
program that will encompass most of our Curriculum Days in 2018 when we 
launch the STAR based secondary program called LINKS. By this time next year, 
we anticipate STAR and LINKS being progressively implemented as our key 
strategy across all classes. SAS teachers are proving to be exceptionally keen to 
embrace the curriculum, autism specific teaching, assessments and evidence of 
outcomes that are imbedded in STAR and LINKS. 
 
Facilities for SAS 
At this stage, there will be four additional classrooms for next year, probably 
one more than our immediate requirements. The rooms will be located on 
what is currently the Bentleigh Secondary bike sheds. Two of our garages will 
need to be relocated to accommodate the buildings. 
 
Kidspace Birthday Party 
Last Saturday night was our annual birthday party and a great time for families 
to catch-up, chat and enjoy a party for students and families. Many thanks to all 
who came along to make the party a success and, as always, thanks to the 
organisers.  
 
Late yesterday I announced to the staff and School Council members that I 
intend to retire at the end of this year. The process for the recruitment of the 
new principal will commence shortly and be managed by Mr Stuart Andrews for 
the SE Region. Staff and parent representatives will comprise part of the 
recruitment panel. Hopefully, the new principal will be announced by the 
middle of Term 4. 
 
Jeff Innes 
Principal 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
 
AUGUST 
Thursday 31st 
Father’s Day Stall 

 
SEPTEMBER 
Thursday 21st  
School Council 
Friday 22nd 
Last Day Term 3 
 
OCTOBER 
Monday 9th 
First Day Term 4 
Thursday 26th 
School Council 
Monday 23rd—Friday 27th 
SSG Week 
 
NOVEMBER 
Tuesday 7th  
Melbourne Cup Holiday 
Thursday 23rd 
School Council 
 
DECEMBER 
Thursday 14th—Thursday 21st 
Headstart 
Thursday 21st 
Last Day Term 4 
Friday 22nd 
Curriculum Day 

Update—Shoot 4 Autism 
 
Please note that this is the fourth consecutive year that Shoot 4 Autism has 
been organised , raising a total of $17,500.   Again, our thanks to Brad and 
Hayley Steer and the Fitzroy Caulfield Rifle Club for their continued support. 

Fathers Day Stall 
 

The Fathers Day 
Stall will be held on 

Thursday 31st.  
Gold Coin 

Donations greatly 
appreciated. 



 

 

Dear Parent/Caregiver, 
 
Your child has been offered an opportunity to attend this year’s Special Children’s Christmas Party, 
 

The party is for children only with Special Needs, where they can enjoy just being a ‘kid’ again, there 
will be lots of rides, face painting a 3 hour stage show hosted by Sparky the  Clown, yummy food and 
of course, Santa and presents! 
 

This year’s party is being held at the Moonee Valley Racecourse on Sunday 17th December 2017, 
starting at 9.30am and finishing at 1:30pm. 
 

If you are interested in your child attending this year’s Party, please send this form back to your SAS 
who will register your interest and perhaps you might be lucky to receive an invitation! 
 

Remember, this is only a request for an invitation, not a guarantee that you will receive one. Each 
year, we  have over 6,000 requests for children to attend and it’s not possible to accommodate that 
many children with Special Needs. 
 

This form needs to be back to SAS before Monday 28th August. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SPECIAL CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 
Yes, I would like to register to my interest for my child to attend. 
 
Child’s Name: …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Age:………………………………….. (must be under 12 years)                Gender: M / F 

Under 12’s 

 
NDIS  (National Disability Insurance Scheme) 

 
 

How can Southern Autistic School help students with the NDIS process? 
 

NDIS will be rolling out for majority of our students in April 2018.  Throughout this process Southern 
Autistic School can: 
 Provide information about the NDIS to parents via parent groups, the school newsletter or 

speaking with SAS social worker, Jessica Tang. 
 Provide families with copies of student assessments and reports to assist them in submitting 

access documentation to the NDIA. Relevant information that schools hold may include: 
 Copies of existing Program for Students with Disabilities (PSD) applications 
 Copies of existing speech or OT intervention summaries 

 
Please note that due to the large number of students at SAS, school therapists are not able to arrange 
new assessments or provide new documents for the purpose of providing evidence to support a 
student’s access to the NDIS. This would take away from your child’s classroom therapy time. If you 
have further questions about the NDIS process you can contact them on 1800 800 110. 



 

 



 

 

EEP and Foundation School News 
 

We all rely on some form of diary/calendar to help us remember what we need to do and 
where we need to go. At SAS staff provide visual and auditory cues of transitions to help 
our students to understand where to go and what to do. The use of visual systems help 
our students to rely less on constant verbal prompting from an adult and to develop their 
own personal independence. 

 
Many of our classes are implementing a schedule system that is based on the STAR Program. These are 
used throughout the day within the class. Students are also provided with multiple opportunities for 
communication, initiation, choice making, problem solving and social interaction to complement the 
schedule system. 
 
 

In room 203 students are shown or handed a ‘check 
schedule’ visual card and they walk to their centrally 
located individualised schedule.  They check into the 
area by placing their card in the check schedule box.
 

 
 
 
 

Here the student reads and/or removes the 
next activity on their schedule. This colour 
coded schedule card tells the student where to 
transition to next.  

 
 
 
 

Students take their schedule card and ‘check in’ to 
the next learning station by placing their card on to 
the check in station matching it to the 
corresponding colour card.     

 
 
 
Students then commence the learning activity that is at this location. Once complete, they place their 
work in their finish box/tub and return to their schedule to see where to go next.  This has been a very 
successful process and as a result we are seeing more on task behaviour at each of the learning stations. 

 
Natalie Walsh 
Foundation School Leader 
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Lower Primary School News 
 
Incursion 
Lower and Upper Primary School will participate in an incursion in the coming week.  The 
Wild encounter and radical reptiles will come to our school.  Each classroom will have 1 
hour encounter featuring a massive range of animals such as cockatoos, potoroos and 

bettongs (kangaroo family), possums, snakes, lizards, owls, a dingo and a crocodile!   

     

The Star Program 
Three classrooms in Lower Primary School are currently implementing the STAR Program in their 
classrooms with great success.   Teachers are focused on developing their skills to deliver the Discrete 
Trial Training component of STAR.  Building student capacity for independent work is a critical factor for 
making our classrooms STAR ready. 
 
The ABA (Applied Behaviour Analysis) instructional methods of discrete trial training, pivotal response 
training and teaching functional routines form the instructional base of this comprehensive program for 
children with autism.  
 
Coaches from the STAR centre in Oregon will visit our school again, later in the year, where more 
teachers will be trained in the use of this program.  We plan on having all the teachers trained by next 
year. 
 
Welcome to Room 307 
Learning about natural disasters, here they     The students having fun learning about all  
are creating their own tornado.     kinds of different things. 

 
Denise Van Der Nest 
Lower Primary School Leader 
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Upper Primary School News 
 
Upper Primary students who are participating in the RDA (horse riding) program have 
been making the most of the sunshine recently. They have been extremely lucky as rainy 
days have been kind enough to stay away on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 
  

The students engage in fun gross motor activities, while balancing on a moving horse and throwing a 
basketball into a hoop. The students have the opportunity to practice a multitude of personal and social 
capabilities, while having an immense amount of fun.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nat Proctor 
Upper Primary School Leader 
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Secondary School News 

 
 

Cindy Longley 
Secondary School Leader 

School Camps are an important part of our secondary program.  For some students, this 
is their first time away from home and is a huge step towards independence in later life. 
As well as being lots of fun, students are expected to take some responsibility for     
themselves and their belongings while on camp. If they do not know how to make their 
bed, wash their dishes or put the their things away, we provide opportunities to help 

them learn. Many families are surprised at just how capable the students actually are when away from 
home. 
 
Blackwood Camp encourages students to step outside their comfort zone in a safe and secure               
environment.  Programs differ, depending on the age of the students but everyone would agree that they 
are all awesome fun! 
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SAS BIRTHDAY PARTY 
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