
 

 

 

“Wrap and Chat!” 
 

Please join our parents every 
Friday at 9.15am for a good 
dose of laughter and to help 
cover books in the Staff Room. 

 

SAS on Facebook 
 

Parents are invited to link into 
our parents Facebook page as 
a forum to exchange 
information or simply connect 
with each other. Search 
‘Southern Autistic School’ for 
the link to become a friend. 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
 
 

OCTOBER 

Thursday 25th 

School Council Meeting 

 

NOVEMBER 

Tuesday 6th 

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Thursday 29th  

School Council Meeting 

 

DECEMBER 

Friday 21st 

Last day of Term—school 
finishes normal time 

 

Principal’s Report  
 

School Redevelopment 
It was remarkable to have Education Minister The Hon 
James Merlino MP and Nick Staikos MP at SAS on 11th 
October with the commitment of $7.4 million to fund 
stage one of our school’s redevelopment.  VSBA has 
appointed our Architects (Hede Architects).  

 
2019 Planning 
We are well into planning for next year and are presently recruiting 
classroom teachers, education support staff and specialist staff 
including a Music teacher, which I feel will add to our curriculum 
offerings. 
 
Mobile Dental Service 
The history of a school comes in numerous forms and an important 
part of SAS’s (and previously Mentone Autistic) has been the Mobile 
Dentist service. Going to the dentist can be difficult for all of us and in 
many cases even more daunting for our students.   
 
We have been blessed with the services of Nick Baker (Dentist) and Jo 
(Dental Nurse).  Nick has been working with the school since the late 
70’s and many people this week have commented on how personable 
and calming Nick is with all our students and how our students manage 
the process in such a calm way. A big thank-you to the Mobile Dentist 
service. 
 
Parent Opinion survey 
We have received the initial results from the Parent Opinion survey 
and there are a number of results that will assist our planning.  I feel it 
is very important to look at all results (both highly positive and the less 
positive ones) to give us guidance for improvement.  All schools can 
improve and we at Southern need to be constantly focused on this.   
 
For me it was very pleasing that the areas below received the most 
positive responses: 
 
 Teachers are enthusiastic and positive about teaching. 
 This school has a consistent approach to promoting positive 

student behaviour. 
 There is effective two-way communication between the teachers 

and parents at this school. 
 I feel comfortable about approaching this school with any 

concerns I might have. 
 This school treats my child with respect. 
 
 
Bruce McPhate 
Principal  



 

 

 

CROWN COACHES 
 

A reminder to parents / carers to please remember to contact Crown Coaches on 9845 1455 if 

your child will not be on the bus in the morning or you are running late for pick-up.  This will 
assist in other students being  unnecessarily inconvenienced. 
 

Assistant Principal News 
 
Term Four is traditionally a very busy term as we complete our Annual Implementation 

Plan and develop our new goals for the following year.  There is significant planning based 

on evaluations, surveys and the needs of the school.  We are also managing transitions, 

plans for new classes, staffing organisation and recruiting of positions, teachers writing 

reports, staff completing performance reviews, welcoming new families and the celebration of 

achievements and goals.  

 

It is a great time to reflect on what a great school we have, with a highly committed staff, devoted 

parents and fantastic school council/ parent bodies.  I look around and see how far many of our students 

have come, physically, academically and emotionally.  I am sure every time I look at some of them they 

have grown another inch, particularly many of our EEPs who are now ready for “BIG SCHOOL”.  It is a 

great time for parents to congratulate themselves and to reflect on the work we do collaboratively 

together.  Thank you! 

 

This week, I also have the pleasure of staff members completing their Victorian Institute of Teaching 

registration presentation,  presenting their inquiry of professional practice around word recognition skills.  

Southern Autistic is also hosting the ‘Communities of Practice’, whereby many special schools are working 

together around assessment practices, particularly in areas of Literacy.  

 

Child Safe Standards 

At SAS we have a zero tolerance of child abuse.  To continue to embed a culture of child safety at school, 

it is important to ensure it is part of our everyday thinking and practice.  Practices are continually 

reviewed and evaluated and will be communicated in the newsletter, during discussions, at staff 

meetings, and in our everyday interactions.  Our Child Safe Policy is on our website and will be reviewed 

over the next few months.  As per the school policy, Bruce, Justin, myself and Jess Tang, (social worker) 

are your key contacts if you have any concerns.  

 

It is glorious having some fabulous weather, always good for the soul.  Enjoy your week! 

 

Julia Sadler 

Assistant Principal 



 

 

EEP and Foundation School News 
 

With the warm weather starting in Term Four, we would like students to wear hats and 

sunscreen during outside play times.  Please pack these items in your child’s bag for use at 

school during the term. 

 

Through second semester, we are holding regular social groups for Foundation and EEP parents and 

carers.  These occasions aim to provide a time for parents and carers to gather for an informal chat and 

become acquainted.  We will hold another afternoon tea social group in Week 5, on Wednesday 7th 

November.  We hope to see lots of parents and carers attending. 

 

Our Foundation Celebration day is scheduled for Wednesday 5th December.  We will invite families to 

come into the school on the day to celebrate our students’ year of learning in the Foundation school. 

Activities planned include jumping castles, a petting farm and a ball play centre.  Please keep the date in 

your diary as invitations will go home soon. 

 

It is great to see students throughout Foundation school so settled and engaged in learning at the 

beginning of the term.  In Room 201, students have been involved in small group social games, playing 

bowling and Duck Duck Goose. Through the play activities the children have practised skills, such as 

waiting and turn-taking in a fun and engaging way, to build positive social interactions within the group. 

 

Kirsten Schmidt 
Foundation School Leader 

Foundation Diary Dates 
Wednesday 7th November   Parent & Carer Afternoon Tea 
Wednesday 5th December  Foundation Celebration Day 
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Lower Primary School News 
 
In Term Four each classroom in Lower Primary School will get an opportunity to visit “We 

Rock The Spectrum” kids’ gym in Preston.  We Rock the Spectrum kids’ gyms are sensory-

safe gyms, providing kids of all abilities with a fun and motivating environment to play, 

regulate and grow together. 

Please check our their website at http://www.werockthespectrumaustralia.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are a few photos of Room 306 and 310 enjoying the experience. 

Denise Van Der Nest 
Lower Primary School Leader 
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Upper Primary School News 
 

Students in Upper Primary have once again visited Clip n Climb last week. This excursion is 
an invaluable experience for our students, exposing them to new experiences and allowing 
exploration and risk taking in a safe environment.  
 
Accessing Clip n Climb ensures that students can generalise the skills of gross and fine 

motor, as well as building upon coordination strength and core muscle development.  Strong core 
strength and good coordination are attributes that support writing skill development. 

Some students in Upper Primary were also lucky enough to trial the new autism specific gym available in 
Preston ‘We Rock the Spectrum’. The students had a fantastic time in a safe environment that was 
tailored to their needs.   
 

 
Nat Proctor 
Upper Primary School Leader 
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Secondary School News  
Recreation—Karate and Self Defence 

Students from room 5.06 have begun their latest recreation challenge at  Allstars Martial 

Arts in East Bentleigh.  Students will learn a combination of Karate and self defence 

techniques while improving their fitness and hopefully gaining some new skills along the 

way.  Like all martial arts, there will also be a strong emphasis on how and when these new 

skills may be used! 

Cindy Longley 
Secondary School Leader 

Secondary School Diary Dates for Term 4 
 
29-31 Oct 5.07 Camp—Blackwood 
31 Oct—2 Nov 5.08 Camp—Blackwood 
6 Nov Melbourne Cup 
15 Nov Dance Incursion—Greek the great 
27 Nov 5.06 Sailing 
3 Dec Whole School Assembly 
 —Christmas Theme 
5 Dec Secondary Film Festival 
11 Dec Graduation Dinner (Year 12’s) 
14 Dec Dance Incursion—Hakaworks 
14 Dec Last Day for Year 12 Students 
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REPORT TO SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 
Thursday, 20th September 2018

 
 
 
This report provides an overview of points of interest for the school community. 

 

Facility Improvements 

As part of the Victorian Schools Building Authority (VSBA) master plan for the redevelopment of South-

ern Autistic School, we are now in Phase 2 of the process.  On 14/9/18, four architect firms were inter-

viewed for Phase 2.  VSBA has since appointed Hede Architects. 

 

Since our School Council meeting last term, Nick Staikos MP and the Minister for Education, The Hon 

James Merlino MP visited SAS on 11/10/18.  Labor promised to invest $7.4 million to deliver the first 

stage of the school redevelopment in the next state budget! 

 

Fundraising 

SAS Birthday party at SuperZu was subsidised by fundraising efforts.  From all reports, the SuperZu func-
tion was very successful with approximately 250 people attending.  Our thanks to all involved. 

 

The Everyday Hero fundraising campaign of parent Elloy Amiatu recently raised an amazing $14,458! 

 

VCAL 

Southern Autistic School will apply for registration to be a VCAL provider for the 2020 school year.  We 
expect 15-20 students will participate in 2020.   

 

In the interim, a “Pre-VCAL” program will run at SAS in 2019.  As the present extensive programs in the 
senior school cover most of the VCAL areas, the transition to VCAL should be straightforward.  Please 
contact Cindy Longley if you have any queries about the program. 

 

2019 Specialist Programs 

SAS is running recruitment campaigns to fill music, media arts and physical education specialist teaching 
roles for 2019. 

 

Complaints Policy 

A complaints policy was tabled at the School Council meeting.  It is imperative to have a process for the 
school community to work through issues and disagreements.  The policy is located on the SAS website.  
Face-to-face communication is often the best first step and we encourage any parents to contact the 
school with any concerns. 

 

Please email southern.autistic.sch@edumail.vic.gov.au if you have any feedback on this report or call 
Bruce on 9563 8139 if you would like a copy of the School Council minutes. 

 

Next School Council meeting: Thursday 25th October @ 7.00pm 
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www.southernautistic.vic.edu.au 


