
 

 

  What’s News 
Principal’s Report  

 

The term is coming to a close and lots has been 
accomplished even though it has been a short term.  
Staff meeting parents at the SSGs has been really 
helpful and the ILPs have now gone home.  Each of 
the sub-schools have been busy.  Foundation and EEP 
have put lots of work into developing good routines.  

Students that have transitioned into Lower and Upper Primary are settling 
into their new classrooms and some of the Upper Primary students had a 
very successful camp at Blackwood. Senior students have been doing 
some great work in their classrooms as well as accessing the community 
and going on camps.   
 
Facility Improvements 
The allocation of the four new classrooms has now been handed over and 
we are in the process of moving the classes over to the new spaces. This 
will free up the gym for the whole school’s benefit. I would like to thank 
the staff for their patience with this drawn out process. 
 
Traffic/Parking 
I have met with groups of parents to hear their concerns in regards to the 
parking and traffic difficulties associated with pick-up and drop off.  I have 
contacted Vic Roads and Glen Eira Council.  I have also had meetings with 
our local member Nick Staikos and Department personnel.  Hopefully in 
the near future we will have some positive outcomes. 
 
NDIS 
We are arranging for the NDIA to provide more briefings on NDIS as well 
as working with ACD to provide some more intensive support. Our Social 
Worker Jess is also supporting many of our families to navigate this 
significant change. 
 
Blood Donation 
Our busy staff have still found 
time to support the community 
by donating blood. SAS is 
involved in the Blood Donation 
Corporate challenge and hope to 
make this a regular occurrence. 
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12 Margaretta Street 
East Bentleigh 3165 
Tel: 03 9563 8139 

 
This office is located on the land of 
the Boonerwrung people of the Kulin  
nation. 

 
 

BUS TRANSPORT 
 

A reminder to parents of 
students who catch the bus.  

Please contact Crown Coaches if 
your child will not be at pickup or 

drop-off for any reason. 
 

Please ensure that Crown 
Coaches have your correct 

contact details by advising their 
office of any changes.  

 

9845 1455 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
MARCH 
Thursday 29th   
Last Day Term 1 
 
APRIL 
Monday 16th  
First Day Term 2 
Monday 23rd 
NDIS Information Session  
9:15-11:15am 
Wednesday 25th 
ANZAC Day 
Monday 30th—Friday 4th May 
SSG Meetings 
 
MAY 
Monday 7th  
Curriculum Day  
 
JUNE 
Monday 11th 
Queens Birthday Holiday 
Friday 29th  
Last Day Term 2 



 

 

Assistant Principal News 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their warm welcome to SAS. 
The term has flown by however much has been achieved with children settling quickly 
into classrooms, SSG’s, Annual School Reports and many other activities, programs and 
meetings that make the school travel along well. I would like to acknowledge the staff 
who are to be congratulated for their commitment to ensuring our children can be the 

best they can be.  
 
Class Visits 
The best part of my role is 
spending time in the 
classrooms and seeing 
the children participate in 
many teaching and 
learning programs as they 
access the curriculum. I 
spent one afternoon in 
507, extending my 
language and social skills 
with the senior students 
playing board and 
language games. We have 
some fabulous programs 
here including cooking 
whereby I have been fortunate to sample some of the wares. Kaya is not only a fabulous reader but also 
an amazing cook. Bike riding in 310 last Friday was great fun with Jayden demonstrating that he could 
ride a two wheeler totally on his own.  
 
Parking 
Please be mindful not to park in the carparks near the office at bus time. The buses are often unable to 
turn if someone is parked there and you may be stuck there until the buses leave.  
 
Enjoy your break and see you next term. 

Julia Sadler 
Assistant Principal 

Principal’s Report cont….   

 

I have had the following request  from a VCE student :   My name is Ryan Walker, I have an autistic 
brother and I am currently writing a thesis for my VCE Extended Investigation titled "What difference has 
the NDIS made to families of children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) attempting to access therapy 
and what opportunities are there to further develop this scheme?". As part of my research I am surveying 
parents of children with autism. He has asked if I can distribute this link to the survey:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfpKzXHFyDz_jgCrrqVealfh-x3T7DdGLMYdOsoYG60BEI1qQ/viewform?usp=sf_link 
 
As this is the last newsletter for the term I would like to again thank all the staff for all their hard work 
supporting all students that attend SAS. I would also  like to thank the whole SAS community for the way I 
have been to welcomed and supported.   
 
Bruce McPhate 
Principal  
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfpKzXHFyDz_jgCrrqVealfh-x3T7DdGLMYdOsoYG60BEI1qQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

 

EEP and Foundation School News 
 

Today the students across the entire school participated in Blue day, a fun day dedicated 
to raising the awareness of ASD.   
  

Wow what a whirlwind of a first term! It has been a very busy but rewarding term that 
has just flown by. To witness such a large number of new students in Foundation and EEP 

settle in to school for the first time has been immensely pleasing. Thank you to the dedicated team of 
teachers and educational support staff who work tirelessly to ensure our students are actively engaged in 
learning each day. You do an amazing job and your efforts are greatly appreciated.  
 
It is with mixed emotions that I am announcing that I will be taking up a Leadership role at Bayside Special 
Developmental School beginning next term. The past seventeen years as a Leading Teacher at SAS have 
been extremely rewarding for me. I've thoroughly enjoyed working in this fabulous school and have been 
dedicated to providing quality teaching and learning programs for students with autism.  
 
This has not been an easy decision to make but I am ready to take on some new challenges and SAS is in 
good hands with Bruce at the helm. 
 
I want to thank each and every parent from EEP all the way up to Secondary with the trust you have 
instilled in the school to support your children. Working in partnership with you has been a pleasure. To 
the students, you have been the driving force behind my passion and commitment to my job. Thank you 
for making me smile. It has been an honour to have been able to support you on your learning journey.  
I wish everyone in the SAS community all the very best.  
 
Natalie Walsh 
Foundation School Leader 

 
Please visit our website for latest newsletters, community notices and further information. 

 
www.southernautistic.vic.edu.au 

Photo removed for privacy reasons 



 

 

Lower Primary School News 
 
Reflecting on Term One, I am incredibly proud of what we achieved in such a short period 
of time.  Students settled in nicely, after a long break and staff quickly established a 
routine for the students.  Staff got to know the students and have a great knowledge of 
how each student learns and how to motivate and engage them.   

 
In the yard, during playtime, students are practising taking turns and sharing resources.  They are also 
following rules such as lining up after play time to get ready for the next session. 
 
We have met with parents and staff—setting up an Individual Learning Plan for each student.  
 
Staff wise, Beata Jochim in room 303 will return in Term Two and we are saying goodbye to Ilona Cybulski 
in room 304 as she is returning to her home country.  We welcome Katherine Van Eede to the team, who 
will be replacing Ilona in room 304.  We will also be welcoming Education Support Staff in Term Two, as 
soon as the recruitment process has been finalised. 
 
Staff also completed their first Professional Learning Practice day spending the day collaborating in 
teams, focussing on independent work and what that entails for each student. 
 
The classrooms are set up to accommodate the STAR program.  The focus for this term was to create an 
environment in which stations can be easily identified.  We have received access to the STAR Media 
Centre, which will enable us to view resources and support materials. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the parents for your continued support in regards to 
establishing functional routines within the school, especially drop off and pick up times.  We have seen 
great success with students walking to their classroom independently and students waiting patiently for 
their parents to pick them up. 
 
Here is to a very successful Term One and hoping Term Two brings even more success.  I wish you a safe 

and restful holiday and we look forward to seeing everybody on the 16th of April. 

Denise Van Der Nest 
Lower Primary School Leader 
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Upper Primary School News 
 
Upper Primary School students had the opportunity to participate in a one night camp at 
Blackwood. It is safe to say the camp was a phenomenal success, every single student that 
attended presented themselves well and made us immensely proud. 
 

They all had a go at high ropes, low ropes, hiking and damper bread. A select few joined a couple of 
teachers for a night walk through the small town where we spied three roos hopping around – they soon 
hopped off when we came along with our torches. 
 
Those that stayed behind continued to enjoy the camp fire and roasting marshmallows. Well done to staff 
and students on an extremely positive experience. 
 
I am incredibly proud of all staff and students that have been in the gym this term. Teachers have 
maintained excellent programs and learning, supported by our fantastic ES staff. Our wonderful students 
have adapted well to their environment and remained engaged in their lessons. Well done to all. 
 
Exciting news for the staff and students who have been in the gym this term - they now have access to 
their new classrooms. They are spending the remainder of this term getting familiar with new routines 
and setting up their new space ready for day one, next term. 
 
The Upper Primary Team hope all of our students have a well earned break and we look forward to their 
return next term for more exciting learning. 
 
Happy holidays. 
 
Nat Proctor 
Upper Primary School Leader 
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Secondary School News  
 
Camps 
It’s camp season and three of our classes have enjoyed a wonderful experience at 
Blackwood again. Some groups have ventured out to try their hands at fishing & mini golf 
and one group went to meet some Australian animals up close and personal at the Ballarat 

Wildlife Park.  

Post School Options EXPO 
This year’s Post School Options EXPO will be held here at school on 
the 26th April from 6—8 pm.  All families of Secondary aged stu-
dents are urged to attend and look at some of the options available 
post school. Families will have an opportunity to speak with people 
from almost 20 organisations, collect information and ask those all 
important questions. Students are welcome to attend with their 
parents and a light supper will be provided. 
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Blackwood Special Schools Outdoor Education Centre Inc. is a destination exclusively for students from 
Victorian Special Schools, where they are given every opportunity to laugh, live, learn and have fun 
through outdoor adventure based programs. 
 
Surrounded by the stunning Wombat State Forest the Centre was established in 1970 and provides the 
ideal setting for adventure, environmental, creative and developmental programs aimed at extending the 
abilities of students with special needs. The layout of the Centre complements and utilises the natural 
beauty of the property to provide a variety of activity sites designed to challenge students both 
individually, and, within a team environment to further their personal, emotional, social and physical 
development. 
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Special Thanks to our awesome staff who 
give up time with their families to go on 
camp and make all of this fun possible. 
 
Without our staff volunteering their time 
each year, camp would not be possible. 
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 REPORT TO SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

 SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 

 Thursday, 22nd MARCH 2018 

This report provides an overview of points of interest for the school community. 
 
Public Reporting Meeting 
The SAS Public Reporting Meeting was held on Thursday 22 March.  All Executive School Council positions were 
declared vacant.  We are pleased to announce Rochelle Pettit was re-elected School Council President, Anne 
Crawford Vice President and Julia Morgan Treasurer.  The Council is seeking to co-opt a community member.   
 
The 2017 Annual Report was endorsed at the Public Reporting Meeting.  Once the attestations are complete and 
the report submitted, a copy will be available on the SAS web site. 
 
Parking outside of school grounds 
SAS received a letter from Glen Eira Council re parking.  The Council is proposing 2-hour (8am-5pm School Days) 
parking restrictions on both sides of Boynton Street between Wards Grove and Chesterville Road and convert 
unrestricted parking on the western side of Leo Street between Boynton and the school to 2-hour (8am to 5pm 
School Days) parking.  Whilst we acknowledge this restriction will pose more difficulty for staff, it will benefit 
parents.  Glen Eira Council will review the proposal after residents & schools respond to the questionnaires.  
Bruce will respond to the SAS questionnaire by the 29/3/18 due date. 
 
Relocatables 
SAS has now taken possession of the four new classrooms (2 relocatables).  We would like to acknowledge the 
patience of staff, students and parents.  Affected parents will receive communication on the transition to the 
new classrooms in advance of term 2.       
 
Fundraising  
The fundraising sub-committee met on 21st March.  Blue Day (28/3) priority for Term One.  Next meeting 
scheduled 7/5/18. 
 
Grants Sub-committee 
After calling for expressions of interest in the last What’s News newsletter, two parents (Linda Collins and 
Kathryn Hayes) have joined the sub-committee (chaired by Bruce McPhate).  First meeting held 23/3/18.   
 
Web portal for parents 
Our ICT Technician is working an extra day per week in 2018 in order to rollout Compass functions.  The Compass 
committee (DET staff) is developing a timeline.  The current priority is to consolidate internal processes but the 
committee will consider a single parent functionality.   
 
STAR/LINKs rollout 
Whilst a parent forum will be scheduled during Term Two, we encourage parents to use the SSG meetings next 
term as a forum to discuss how the program is being introduced to your child. 
 
NDIS Information session 
Another NDIS session will be held on 23rd April 9.15-11.15am at SAS. 
 
Liberator communication devices 
SAS has invested in six liberator communication devices and the SPOT team are using the devices with some 
students. 
 
School bus routes 
The safety of bus drop off and pick up zones was discussed.  An example was provided of an extremely busy road 
used for drop off where a parent felt unsafe.  Anyone with concerns, please contact Bruce. 
 
Please email southern.autistic.sch@edumail.vic.gov.au if you have any feedback on this report. 
 
Next School Council meeting: Thursday 17th May @ 7.00pm 

mailto:southern.autistic.sch@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

 

 

Shoot for Autism Fundraiser 
 

The 5th Annual shoot for Autism is on 
 

Saturday 19th & Sunday 20th May and we need your help. 
 

My name is Hayley Steer, mum of Brooke who has been at SAS for 14 years. Five years ago my husband and I 
started this amazing fundraiser so we could give back to this wonderful school which provides our daughter with 

so much. 
 

Over the last 4 years together with the Grantville Rifle Range and the families and staff of SAS we have raised 
$17,500 for SAS which goes towards resources for our children. Each year gets harder to receive prizes and 
donations which is where you can help! We would really appreciate if each family could donate one of the 

following items for the BBQ fundraiser; 
 

 
 

If you are able to help out with this fundraiser please send in or drop off items to the school by Friday 11 May. If 
you can’t get them to school let me know and I can pick them up from you. 

 
With the baked/bought goods we are roughly catering for around 100 people for afternoon tea, if all afternoon 

tea could be dropped to school on Friday 18 May 2018 so they stay fresh for the shoot that would be greatly 
appreciated. 

 
Your support is greatly appreciated.  Thanks again 

 
Hayley Steer— 0419 911 400 

24 pack soft drink 
Coke 

24 pack soft drink 
Pepsi Max 

24 can soft drink 
solo 

24 pack Fanta Tomato sauce BBQ sauce 

24 pack soft drink 
lemonade 

Bottled water Baked/bought goods 
Cakes/slices/biscuits/

chocolates 

Serviettes Cash/vouchers to buy sandwich 
fillings from supermarket 

Mustard sauce 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to all our 2017 & 2018 Sponsors Immune Deficiency Foundation Australia (IDFA) are proud to present our comedy 
variety show “RAZZAMATAZZ”.  This sponsored event is for the entertainment of Special Needs and Disadvantaged 
Children and their Carers/Families throughout Melbourne & has been paid for by local businesses so you can enjoy the show 
completely FREE!    There are plenty of tickets for everyone so please ensure you ask for as many as you need. 

 
ONE DAY ONLY:   SATURDAY 12

th
 MAY 2018     1:00pm    4:00pm  (90mins with intermission) 

 

Melbourne Convention Centre, Plenary Hall 1, Convention Centre Place, South Wharf Melbourne 
     
Tickets are available for distribution now - Please book early to guarantee desired session times  
Although seating is not allocated provisions have been made for wheelchairs and those who are vision or hearing impaired. 
 
 

Wheelchair tickets:   solely for wheelchairs (assisting in wheelchair access & seating 
allocation)  
Carers/Family tickets:   for children,  carers and all other family members  
 

PLEASE RETURN FORM TO THE OFFICE BY MONDAY 16TH APRIL 2018 

  
  

SATURDAY  12th MAY 2018 

  
  

  
1:00pm 

  
4:00pm 

  
Wheelchair Tickets 

    

  
Child / Adult Tickets 

    

  
TOTAL TICKETS 

    



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Invitation to Participate in a  
PhD Research Project  

 

Motor Ability, Social Skills and Adaptive Behaviour in ASD  
 

What is the project about?  
 

We are interested in how school physical activity influences children’s motor skill, social skill and adaptive 
behaviour.   We hope that this study will contribute to new evidence regarding intervention strategies for children 

with ASD.   
 

We are looking for ….  
 

Children aged 5 to 9 years, along with one parent or guardian  
 

What will participation involve?  
 

Children will complete a 20-minute motor skill test during their P.E sessions twice over the school year. Their parent/
guardian will be asked to complete 3 surveys about their child’s behaviour, requiring approximately one hour of their 

time twice over the year.  
 

If you would like to participate, or for more information please contact: 
 

                           Ash Corbett  
       Email: acorbet@deakin.edu.au  


