
 

 

  What’s News 
Acting Principal’s Report  
 

School Council 2017 
On Thursday 23 March the School Council conducted its Annual General 
Meeting. At the meeting we welcomed Mikaela Koia (parent) and Derek 
English (Monash University community member) to the council. Both 
new members bring valuable experience to the council, particularly in 

the area of autism, research and technology. The council was also delighted to have 
Anne Crawford, Julia Morgan, Arety Caliamanis and Hal Korpetutuncu reappointed. 
Rochelle Pettit has agreed to continue in the role of school council president. Anne 
Crawford will take on the role of vice president and Julia Morgan was endorsed as 
treasurer. Thanks to those who have taken on these additional responsibilities.  
 
Staffing 
We welcome Bryan Kent to the SAS team. Bryan has joined room 410 and comes to us 
with a wealth of experience from work in specialist settings in South Australia.  
 
We sadly say farewell to Deen Taylor who has worked mainly in the secondary area for 
the last 2 years. Deen’s care for the students and his desire to build up positive 
relationships with all has been a huge asset. He returns to the UK and I hope he uses his 
talents in this area to continue to support young people in some way.  
 
We are also disappointed to be losing Bethany Andreou (Posselt) from room 206 at the 
end of term. She will be making a ‘tree change’ up in Wagga Wagga with her husband 
to commence a new business opportunity. Bethany, in her 12 months at the school, 
supported EEP and first year of schooling students with a calm and gentle nature. Her 
skills and commitment to the role assisted to bring the best out of all the students she 
worked with.  
 
Fundraising 
Please put aside the date (20/5) for the school’s upcoming Bogan Bingo. More than just 
a fundraiser. This will be a great opportunity to enjoy each other’s company and have 
some fun. 
 
Please also see the request for support for the now annual shoot for autism event.  
 
Term one 
Thank you to all those who have made term 1 the success it has been. Staff worked 
hard to ensure students were able to participate in the Headstart program at the end of 
2016 under trying conditions. With the increase in classrooms, 4 of the classes had to 
spend Headstart in temporary locations – including our resource room. It is a credit to 
the teachers and the students that they were able to make this work. Teachers were 
provided access to their new classrooms on the day before students returned to school, 
so a lot of effort was put in to making sure all was set up for the first day of school. As a 
result of these efforts students returned to school for the 2017 school year with less 
anxiety having already begun to build relationships with staff and peers. A wonderfully 
calm start to the school year. 
 
A huge effort always goes into placing students into classes that cater for all. We all 
understand the huge spectrum that autism is, so finding combinations of students that 
will bring out the best in all is a complicated task. Unfortunately, we do not always get 
it right, which can see the need to make changes early in the school year. Thank you to 
parents for their support in making these refinements to classes.  
 
Thank you to staff for their long term commitment and short term effort and energy. 
The work is not always easy, which makes the rewards all the more valuable.  
 
Thank you to our students for continuing to participate, learn and give us all the 
opportunity to work with an amazing group of students.  
 
Jeff is on leave until 26 April.   
 
Looking forward to a productive term 2.  
 
Justin Walsh 
Acting Principal 
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12 Margaretta Street 
East Bentleigh 3165 
Tel: 03 9563 8139 

 
This office is located on the land of 
the Boonerwrung people of the Kulin  
nation. 

“Wrap and Chat!” 
Please join our parents  
every Friday at 9.15am for 
a good dose of laughter 
and to help cover books in 
the Staff Room. 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
MARCH 
Thursday 30th  
Blue Day 
Friday 31st  
Last Day Term 1 
 
APRIL 
Tuesday 18th 
First Day Term 2 
Monday 24th  
ANZAC Ceremony 
Tuesday 25th 
ANZAC Day 
 
MAY 
Monday 1-5 
SSG Week 
Wednesday 10th 
Curriculum Day 2 
Thursday 11th 
Mother’s Day Stall 
Post School Options Expo 
Saturday 20th 
Bogan Bingo 
 
JUNE 
Monday 12th 
Queens Birthday  
Thursday 22nd 
Parent Conference 
Friday 23rd 
Curriculum Day 3 
Friday 30th 
Last Day Term 2 
 
JULY 
Monday 17th 
First Day Term 3 
Monday 31st-August 4th 



 

 

EEP and Foundation School News 
 
It is hard to believe we are approaching the end of term 1 already! The students and new families 
have all settled in extremely well. In addition to the students’ ILP goals we will be focussing on 
increasing the students’ independence skills in term 2. We will be encouraging students to walk 
independently to class carrying their own bag, unpacking their items and organising themselves to 
commence the learning program. This learning will be supported with the use of visual schedules 

and video self-modelling to increase the independence of all students. 
 

Early Education Program Morning tea 

It was great to meet with the parents at the Early Education morning tea last week held by Jessica Tang (Social 
Worker) and myself. If you were unable to attend but would like to chat to either Jess or myself regarding school age 
transitions or outside school services and supports for families please do not hesitate to call us on 9563 8139. 
 

STAR Curriculum 

During the school break the staff will be participating in the STAR Curriculum training program. This will be presented 
by the STAR training team who will be coming out from Oregon USA to deliver the program to us. 
 

STAR is an evidence-based approach to teaching children with ASD and provides teachers with skills to implement 
the research-validated instructional strategies of discrete trial training, pivotal response training, functional routines 
and positive behaviour interventions and supports. This program will enrich our teachers’ ability to imbed quality 
teaching practices in their classes to provide positive learning outcomes for each student. 
 

Harmony Day 

Harmony Day is celebrated to promote inclusion and recognise our culturally diverse society in Australia. Each year 
SAS celebrates the day by coming together and participating in activities together. 
 

To promote participation, inclusiveness, celebrating our diversity, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone the 
Foundation/EEP students all participated in a joint art project last week. The students created a unique Spinner art 
display that was contributed to by each student across our school group. I think you would agree the results look 
fantastic! 
 
Natalie Walsh 
Foundation School Leader 
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Lower Primary School News 
 
Term one has proven to be very productive.  Classroom teachers were getting students into a 
classroom routine, assessing students to set quality Individual Learning Plans, all while planning 
and implementing engaging activities for students to participate in.  Not to mention getting to 
know the students, finding out what they like, what they dislike, what motivates them, their 
individual needs and new found interests and their special talents. 

 
Denise Van Der Nest 
Lower Primary School Leader 

Harmony Day 

Photo removed for privacy 
reasons 

Photo removed for privacy 
reasons 

Photo removed for privacy 
reasons 

Photo removed for privacy 
reasons 

Photo removed for privacy 
reasons 

Photo removed for privacy 
reasons 

Photo removed for  
privacy reasons 

Photo removed for  
privacy reasons 

Photo removed for  
privacy reasons 

Photo removed for  
privacy reasons 

Photo removed for  
privacy reasons 

Photo removed for  
privacy reasons 



 

 

Upper Primary School News 
 
The Upper Primary students enjoyed a 'cultural dance explosion' incursion on Harmony Day. 
They had the opportunity to learn dance steps from around the world and immerse themselves 
in local costumes. Staff and students all joined in to make the experience exciting and fun for all. 
  
The students in Upper Primary have enjoyed a very busy term and will take a well earned rest 

over the school holidays. I wish you a happy and safe term break and look forward to seeing you all back for an 
exciting term two.  Happy holidays everyone... 
  
Nat Proctor 
Upper Primary School Leader 
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Secondary School News 

 
The students from SAS Secondary had an awesome time shimmying and shaking their way through 
Harmony Day Celebrations!  It was so much fun, even the staff joined in. 
 
Cindy Longley 
Secondary School Leader 
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Please visit our website for latest 
newsletters, community notices 

and further information. 
southernautistic.vic.edu.au 

 

 
 

Shoot for Autism Fundraiser 
 
 
The  4th Annual shoot for Autism is on Saturday 20 May and we need your help. 
 
My name is Hayley Steer, mother of Brooke who has been at SAS for 13 years. Four years ago my husband and I 
decided we wanted to give back to this wonderful school which provides our daughter with so much.  
 
Over the last 3 years together with the Grantville Rifle Range we have raised $13,000 for SAS which goes towards 
resources for our children. This year we are finding it harder to receive prizes and donations which is where you 
can help! We would really appreciate if each family could donate one of the following items for the BBQ 
fundraiser: 
 

 
 
If you are able to help out with this fundraiser please send in or drop off items to the school by Friday 12 May. If 
you can’t get them to school let me know and I can pick them up from you. 
 
With the baked/bought goods we are roughly catering for around 100 people for afternoon tea if all afternoon 
tea could be dropped to school on Friday 19 May 2017 so they stay fresh for the shoot. 
 
Your support is greatly appreciated. 
 
Thanks again 
Hayley Steer 
0419 911 400 

24 pack soft drink 
Coke 

24 pack soft drink 
Pepsi Max 

24 can soft drink 
solo 

500ml Tomato sauce 500ml Mustard sauce 500ml BBQ sauce 

24 pack soft drink 
lemonade 

Bottled water Baked/bought goods 
Cakes/slices/biscuits/

chocolates 

Serviettes Bread Bread rolls 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

 

BOGAN BINGO 
 

20TH MAY 2017 



 

 

We are excited to announce that we will be hosting the Southern Autistic School Autism Conference in 2017. 

 When:  Thursday 22nd June, 2017  

 Time:  Sign in from 9.00am, presentations from 9.30am– 2.45pm 

 Where:  Kingston Art Centre, 979-985 Nepean Hwy, Moorabbin (Cnr South Road and  

   Nepean Hwy, 100 metres from Moorabbin train station) Melway Ref 77 D5   

 Cost:   Free (morning tea and lunch provided) 

 Parking:   Parking available on site 

 

*Please note that child minding for younger siblings will not be available during the conference (students 

attend school) 

The 2017 Southern Autistic School Autism Conference is being coordinated by the Southern Autistic 

School Speech Pathology and Occupational Therapy team.  If you have any questions regarding the 

conference please contact the team on 03 9563 8139. 

——————————————————————————————————————————————–—— 
RSVP: Please complete and return this slip to  Southern Autistic School (12 Margaretta Street East Bentleigh 
3165) to confirm your attendance by Friday 31st March 2017.  

I would like to register for the Southern Autistic  School Autism Conference. 

Names of people attending: _________________________________________________________________ 

Contact phone number: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Please indicate any special dietary requirements: _______________________________________________ 

Southern Autistic School 
Parent Conference 2017 



 

 

Southern Autistic School Parent Conference Schedule 
Thursday 22nd June 2017 

9-9.30 Registration 

Session 1 Room one Room two Room three 

9.30-11 
Teaching Skills Through 

Video Self Modelling 
Sleep & ASD—How to solve 
your child’s sleep problems 

Supporting Siblings of ASD 

  Anthea Naylor Dr Jennifer Harrison Family Life 

Morning tea       

Session 2 Room one Room two Room three 

11.15-12.45 
The Importance of Parent 

Wellbeing 
Supporting Continence in 

ASD 
Communication Stages and 

Child Engagement 

  Carers Victoria Continence Victoria 
Southern Autistic School 

Speech Pathologists 

Lunch       

Session 3 Room one Room two Room three 

1.15-2.45 
Carer Wellbeing - A Practical 

Session 
Supporting Sensory 

Regulation 
So Safe Social Safety 

Program 

  Wayne Davis, Bentleigh SC 
Southern Autistic School 
Occupational Therapists 

Southern Autistic School  
Lead Teachers  


